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Magazines, newspapers, 
journals and journalists have to 
remain objective. Media sources 
that do not are just puppets of the 
corporate structure. At WCW 
Magazine we are not puppets. We 
have our own opinions. We make 
our own rules. We will publish 
what we believe our audience 
wants to read. 

With all that in mind WCW 
Magazine is withdrawing from the 
war between WCW and the NWO. 
We are now neutral territory. 

Welcome to the first issue of 
WCW/NWO Magazine — a new 
start, a new era. 

This was not an easy decision to 
reach, but after many weeks of 
soul searching and consultation 
with the ultimate controllers of 
WCW over at Turner Sports, we 
have decided to give it a try. 

This is the one place where 
WCW's and the NWO's wrestlers 
can express their views without 
fear of censorship. 

This is the forum where WCW 
and NWO fans can freely praise or 
criticize anything they want on an 
equal basis. 

And more importantly this is 


where our writers are now free to 


give their own opinions and not 
those dictated to them by either 
organization as they strive to bring 
you the best coverage of what you 
see on Nitro, Thunder, Saturday 
Night and the PPVs. 

From now on our keyword is 
objectivity. 

Too many times we have been 
presented with situations we were 
uncomfortable with. There were 
times when such and such a 
wrestler was going to give a talk at 
a school and we couldn't cover it 
because he was in the NWO. 
Likewise, a WCW wrestler would 
commit a heinous action, but we 
couldn't report it, because he was 
a WCW wrestler and they are 
all pure and good. Yeah, right, 
whatever. 

Just because a wrestler is in 
the NWO, doesn't instantly make 
him a bad guy. The NWO are 
protesting against the corporate 
structure in WCW, not against life 
itself. The same applies in WCW. 
Just because a wrestler has a WCW 
contract, that doesn't make him 
the second coming of Mother 
Teresa. Raven is a good example 
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of that case in point. 

This is not a sell-out! And I 
certainly have not changed my 
views about anything that has 
gone оп before and I am surely not 
pro-NWO. In fact I am surely not 
pro-WCW. I believed that this 
magazine was less than perfect, 
that flaws existed, the biggest of 
which was our inability to report 
objectively. Now that obstacle has 
been removed. So you be the 
judge. After a few months let me 
know what you prefer. 

Whether you like it or not, the 
NWO is here to stay and, as such, 
we will grant those wrestlers the 
same respect we accord to those 
under contract to WCW, at least 
while they operate inside the 
acceptable rules of wrestling. 

Thank you for all the support 
you gave WCW Magazine, now let 
it continue for УСИ/КИО 
Magazine. 

Congratulations to Lisa O'Neil 
from Coal Valley, who won our 
Reader Awards competition. Your 
prizes are on their way. 

Regards 

Colin Bowman 

Publisher 
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Dear Tag Talk: 


Dear Tag Talk: 

I think the best move in the world 
was for Juventud Guerrera to take off 
that mask! Although I know it was a 
sad day for him, many of my female 
friends felt quite the opposite after 
seeing his face. Chris Jericho may call 
Juvi “Quasimodo” but to the women 
out there, he belongs way up there in 
the HOT category. Jericho, you did the 
women wrestling fans a favor by 
showing the real man behind the 
mask, The heat rose in Cincinnati the 
night Juventud took off his mask! 

Rebecca Thornside 
Cincinnati, OH 


I just read a copy of your January issue and had to write and tell 
you how much I enjoyed it. I love the Bobby Heenan column and 
your 1998 predictions were hilarious. I have a couple comments on 
the letters written in the January issue. I agree wholeheartedly 
that we Raven fans could use some articles on Raven and the flock. 
I would love to get some Raven and Flock merchandise and hope 
that WCW sells some of their T-shirts etc., soon, I also agree that 
Eric Bischoff is a big asset to WCW. Yeah, I know, I hear all those 
groans. I love Chris Jericho, no matter what he does, so keep that 


column going. 


0 


Norma Van Voskuilen 
Buffalo, NY 
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Dear Tag Talk: 

I am sorry that I missed out 
on “voting” or expressing my 
opinion on the sexiest wrestler 
feature you did awhile back but 
please allow me to cast a belated 
vote now ... WRATH!! He is a 
marvelous male specimen. He 
deserves more recognition and 
it would be great to see his 
splendor in the pages of your 
magazine. I would love to see a 
feature on him and a centerfold 
would be nice, not only because 
he is incredibly gorgeous but 
because he is genuinely a 
talented wrestler as well. 

Lisa Rosner 
Wooster, OH 


Dear Tag Talk: 

1 am heartsick. I cannot 
believe that Scott Steiner would. 
turn on his own brother and the 
entire WCW and go NWO! I was 
awed and shocked when Scott 
actually attacked his own 
brother in front of millions of 
people then happily walked off 
with the New World Order. 1 
give Rick Steiner a TON of cre 
for coming back and facing his 
rotten brother and I hope to see a 
Steiner match soon and I hope 
that Rick shows Scott what the 
meaning of the word REVENGE is. 

James Redden 
Alabaster, AL 


Dear Tag Talk: 

I would like to extend my very deep concern for the Giant. When 
Kevin Nash dropped him on his neck, my heart skipped a beat. A 
man the size of the Giant could be paralyzed by a move like that. I 


am even more appalled that Nash is using his inability to execute 
his own finishing move to mock the Giant. I am writing this before 
Uncensored and I hope that the Giant gets his revenge on Kevin 
Nash. From what I saw, Nash has no regard for the safety of the 
Giant and that is just plain poor sportsmanship and neglectful! Get 
well soon, Giant. Your loyal fans love you. 

Hailey Marcello 

Richmond, IN 
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The line up itself spoke 
volumes for this year's i j 0 T 
Superbrawl. With every title © ч vei ^ Ў 


З. 
the line twice!), the show “4 y 
promised to be unprecedented 4 
Based solely on the spectacular 


MXN 


ecruit resulting in a bitter 
betrayal of one brother to another, 
nd the crowning of a new WCW World E 4 
Heavyweight Champion and you ۹ 
had an amazing event from Фа, 
start to finish. p 
After referee Nick Patrick was ^ 1 B 
Suspended for his actions at вт (е 
Starrcade, he was re-instated at : и — 


uperBrawl VIII with no کاب ہے‎ 7 
estrictions. However, he s BOOKER ' ВІСК MA 
з МОТ to officiate the н 

11-important main event, 3 

he Hogan/Sting rematch. "Ad NN 
n the end, however, Ww d E 


Patrick played ya another 
art in crowning the new 
hampion but this time, 


he crowd was cheering а E 
hen the match ended. - 
wu „ање | جو‎ 


—= A y EL = 
Е 9». & а کے‎ 


Booker T. lost the TV title to Martel оп! у days earlier due to interference by Saturn. Now the two were in the ring again 
with Saturn waiting in the wings for his chance at the belt later in the show. The match began aggressively and stayed 
vicious from start to finish. Martel dished out punishment to the challenger with a back bodydrop and a slam into the 
guardrail, but Booker T. was quick to rally and come back strong even after a Martel powerslam and а 
powerful rear chinlock. The Quebec Crab almost did Booker T. in but he wisely made his way to the ropes to break the hold. 

After several two counts by both men, a hard running forearm by Booker Т. and a scissors kick to Martel set the champ up 
for the Harlem Sidekick and the title changed hands. Booker T. became the two-time TV Champion. (10:28) 

After the match, Saturn quickly jumped into the ring and slapped the Rings of Saturn on the unsuspecting new TV Champ 
and, despite the promise of a match later in the show, the TV title bout was on and Booker T. was in for the fight of his life! 

WINNER: BOOKER T. BY PINFALL for the TV Title 
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Saturn, hungry for the title and ready to roll, went after an exhausted Booker 
T. like a pitbull, intent on taking the belt from the new champ. Booker T. 
managed a hard slam to Saturn onto the safety rail on the outside but could only 
crawl away, spent from his previous match. A Saturn slingshot crossbody over 
the ropes flattened both men on the outside. Back inside, Booker T. delivered a 
missile dropkick to Saturn which could have been the winning move for the 
champ, but he was unable to secure the three count. 

Despite the obvious exhaustion of Booker T., Saturn’s attempts to get the 1, 
2, 3 were thwarted time and time again. At last the Harlem Sidekick, which won 
the belt for Booker T. only moments before in his match with Martel, once again 
proved to be a winning move as Booker secured yet another win, and a very 
deserving one at that! (14:20) 
WINNER: BOOKER T. to retain the TV Title 


The “Chairman of WCW” went after Disco 
ith the steel chair he is now famous for 
ven before the bell rang. La Parka strutted 
15 stuff then executed a corkscrew plancha 
ff of the top rope to a disoriented Disco 
inferno. The Brain was right on when talking 
bout this match when he said “WCW — 
Where the Big Boys Dance — er Play” 
5 each man showed hoth their unique 
restling and dancing styles early on 
"in the match. 
| Gouging the eyes of Disco, La Parka 
ot down and dirty and a hard kick to 
isco's head flattened him. Rallying, 
isco cornered La Parka and delivered 
bevy of kicks to La Parka in the 
¡porner then executed an atomic drop 
рп the luchador. 
An accidental thumb to the eye to 
¿the referee by Disco left La Parka with 
а smile on his - er - mask as he 
grabbed his beloved chair, and 
slammed Disco's head then 
'sat his stunned opponent 
jn the chair. Going up top 
(fo finish off his victim, 
“Ea Parka was unpleasantly 
surprised when Disco 
countered the move and 

threw La Parka face first into 
"the chair, secured the 

Chartbuster on him and 
inned the “Chairman” for the 
in. (11:50) 

WINNER: DISCO INFERNO 
78۷ PINFALL 
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Undefeated Goldberg 
went after Armstrong 
immediately and slapped 
on an ankle lock 
submission hold at the 
35 second mark. 
However, Goldberg’s hold 
was broken and an 
Armstrong Russian 
Legsweep served only to 
tile up the explosive 
wrestler. After an amazing 
backbreaker into a slam 
maneuver, Goldberg, a man 
who wastes no time, went 
for the Jackhammer on the 
helpless Armstrong and 
secured the win in 2:16, 
leaving Goldberg's record 
unblemished. 

WINNER: BILL GOLDBERG 
BY PINFALL 
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Juvi's mask and his identity were on the 
ine as he fought to regain the Cruiserweight 
elt he held only a month previously, but 
jericho was so intent on holding onto his title 
hat he refused to even take the helt from 
round his waist to wrestle. Reality hit home 

Juvi connected with a breathtaking kick to 

Jericho's gut, leaving a gasping Jericho to 
reluctantly hand over his belt to the геї and 
continue the match. 

Jericho was flattened by Juvi on the outside 

4 played possum hoping for a countout and 
in easy win but Guerrera wisely delivered an 

elbow drop at the count of nine to restart the 

match. “I can do it too, | can fly too!” Jericho 
elled when the crowd was awed by one of 
iuerrera's amazing high-flying moves. 

Counter after counter, Juventud refused 
o allow Jericho to get the upperhand, 

ing the champ. Guerrera managed a 

uvi 450 at 10:20 and was declared the 
inner but Jericho had grabbed the ropes 
as the three count was being made. Due 
this, the match was back on and, before 
Guerrera even knew what was 
happening, Jericho attacked him and, at the 
3:12 mark, managed to slap the LionTamer 
рп Guerrera who reluctantly submitted. (13:26) 


After the match, while being taunted hy Jericho, 
juventud Guerrera, true to his word, slowly unlaced his 
ask, remarking, “1 love you,” to his wrestler father, 
ind, as the mask was unlaced, an impatient Jericho 
tipped it from the luchador and exposed the man 
hind the mask. Humiliated but proud, Juventud then 
faced the fans, showing the world that mask or no 
isk, he will be a force to be reckoned with. 
WINNER: CHRIS JERICHO BY SUBMISSION to retain 
е Cruiserweight Belt 
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Since coming to WCW, The Bulldog has had it in for McMichael 
and vice versa, even escalating to a backstage fight a couple weeks 
before this match. The match was every bit a brawl starting out with 
а McMichael scoopslam and a variation of the sharpshooter by the 
Bulldog at the 1:56 mark. Screaming in pain, Mongo managed to 
reach the ropes and break the hold. He then threw the Bulldog 
outside and delivered several stiff 
forearms and threw him into the guardrail 
and the steel ring steps. 

McMichael set the Bulldog up for a 
punch outside the ring but missed and 
slammed his hand into the steel ring post. 
The Bulldog, taking advantage of the 
obvious injury to McMichael's hand, went 
after the weak spot, inflicting even more і 
damage to his foe. Meanwhile, Mongo 
tried to set the Bulldog up for a piledriver 
but his wrist gave out on him and he 
landed on the hurting end of a Bulldog 
armbar submission at he 5:00 mark. 
Screaming in pain, The ex-Bear refused to 
submit but the wise referee, sensing 
permanent injury if the match continued, 
Called it a Bulldog win at the 5:16 mark. 

McMichael was infuriated and 
screamed, “1 didn't quit" to the referee 
and the crowd as he stormed off in 
frustration. 

WINNER: THE BRITISH BULLDOG BY 
SUBMISSION 
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РЕ Mutual respect was 
the reason this match 
was signed. Both men 
"are known for their 
amazing work ethic and 
talent and, after shaking > m 
hands, they showed us е A» 

ef hil that a wrestling — 
match does not have 
åp be between bitter 
enemies to be intense. 
Ё Benoit, as focused as ever, 
delivered a stiff kick to DDP’s 
midsection then managed a 
front suplex into the ring ropes 
causing Page to turn it up yet 
another notch. Attempting a Diamond Cutter on Benoit, the champ 
Was thwarted in his attempt and found himself the victim of several 
Benoit chops. The heat was turned up again when both men 
exchanged slaps to the face and “The Crippler” managed a a variation 
of the Crippler Crossface to DDP. Benoit was unrelentless as DDP 


SPECIAL RETURN MATCH 


| kicked and struggled his way free of the oft times match ending hold. ү / aH 
| 00р, however, did get out of the hold with a well placed jawhreaker 1 | #4 
= at 9:00. E ü 
Benoit delivered а flurry of kicks and chops to Page who then p A A e 
ended up in a Benoit sleeper hold. Ever the thinking champ, DDP -+ J 


ее итрей Benoit to the outside, breaking the hold. In the ring, DDP went up 
Чор for a suplex that left both men flat on the mat. After the Diamond Cutter was thwarted once again by а 
crafty Benoit, the Crossface was once again attempted on DDP but the champ threw a leg onto the ropes to break the hold. 
= 9 An amazing array of German suplexes by Benoit landed him a 2% count but at last, DDP went for the Diamond Cutter and slammed 
This worthy opponent to the mat for the win. (15:46) Page left through the crowd, U.S. Heavyweight Title held high. 
7 WINNER: DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE BY PINFALL 
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Luger, taped from the chest 
down from a recent NWO 
beating, walked into 
the match at a definite 
disadvantage. Savage, 
eyeing Luger’s taped ribs, 
went straight for them and 
shoulder-rammed Luger into 
the corner, then the two 
went outside the ring, 
brawling into the crowd. 
Luger took an amazing chair 
shot to his injured ribs by 
Savage in the crowd 
and withstood a bevy of 
punches to the ribcage. 
Just when it looked like 
there was no more fight left 
in "The Total Package", he 
managed to powerslam and 
then rack Savage to the 
delight of the crowd. 

Liz, sensing an imminent 
loss for 
Savage, then 
ran into the 
ring and 
гакей 
Luger’s eyes, 
causing 
him to drop 
Savage. 
Enter the 
NWO who ran 
to the aid 
of Savage, 
but in an 
amazing 
twist of 
events, BOTH 
Luger and 
Savage 
fought off 
the renegade 
group sending them out of the ring. “Hollywood” Hulk 
Hogan then stepped in and stopped his disciples from 
helping Savage, allowing Luger to set up “The Macho Man” 
for the rack and win by submission. (7:50) After the match, 
a vindictive Hogan remarked, “We’re glad you got beat,” 
to Savage. » 

WINNER: LEX LUGER BY SUBMISSION 
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w/Ted DiBiase 


You want wrestling history? This match will go down in the record 
00К$ as the day the Reader Award winning tag team came apart at the 
seams. The match started with Hall and Rick Steiner facing off, and a 
де rious Rick Steiner punching and belly-to-belly suplexing the Outsider 
ег his now-famous toothpick toss in the face. 
^ After nearly 2/2 minutes of grappling, the unthinkable happened. 
Scott Steiner flashed a quick look at the Outsiders and, in one endless 
moment, turned against his partner and brother, Rick, punching him 
fand butterfly powerbombing him, then turning his attentions toward j „_ 
Manager DiBiase, who was on the end of a Scott Steiner punch. 
۳۲ It was then that we witnessed Scott Steiner join the NWO and turn his back on his brother, his manager and his fans. 
Meanwhile, Hall was taking Rick Steiner apart, with plenty of help from Kevin Nash. Despite his valiant efforts, Rick was caught 
in the Outsider’s Edge and thrown to the mat by Hall who covered him for the 1, 2, 3. (4:16) Scott Steiner then picked up what 
еге moments before the Steiner Brothers’ tag team belts and handed them over to Hall and Nash, then took an errant swing at the 
While the crowd was jeering this sickening turn of events, Hall, Nash, Rhodes and Scott Steiner stood in the ring embracing. 
7 looking right at the camera to the millions at home, remarked, “One more for the good guys,” and raised the traitor Steiner's 
ind in victory. 
WINNERS: THE OUTSIDERS BY PINFALL for the Tag Team Belts 


The title was vacant. Two men stepped in the ring, prepared to 
do whatever it took to win that belt and show everyone who 
the real WCW Champion of the world was. Sting wasted по 
time running to the ring but was quickly whipped with Hogan's 
weightlifting belt as Hogan yelled, “You ain't nuthin’!” 
Outside, Hogan punched and choked Sting, then threw the 
man from the rafters into the safety rail. Just as it seemed 
that “Hollywood” would get the better of his opponent, Sting 
rallied. Unleashing a bevy of punches, chops and kicks to 
Hogan and, after atomic dropping the NWO leader, Sting took 
the same belt that he was whipped with and gave back a 
healthy dose of punishment to Hogan, who ran out of the 
Ting. Sting caught the NWO godfather and pulled him towards the 
ring, then up and over the safety rail in to the screaming crowd. 
After a missed Stinger Splash, Hogan managed a stiff chair 
shot to Sting at the 8:18 mark. A desperate Hogan even went so 
far as to bite Sting but WCW’s hero remained undaunted and 
slapped on the Scorpion Deathlock. Somehow managing to get 
to the ropes, Hogan was able to get the hold broken and was 
handily splashed by Sting. The unlucky referee for the match 
was accidently sandwiched between the two men and went out 
like a light when the two collided. Enter referee Nick Patrick. 
Hogan, smelling victory and seeing what he believed to be an 
ally in Patrick, went after Sting but was pulled off. Staring at 
Patrick in disbelief, Hogan screamed, “Hey! It’s ME!” to 
Patrick who steadfastly stayed on the right side of the 
tulebook this time around. 
After more intense in and out of the ring brawling, Sting 
splashed Hogan twice and went for the Deathdrop, but in 
the melee, referee Patrick was injured and unable to 
count the cover nor see the onslaught of the NWÜ as 
they made their way to the ring. As the NWO climbed 
into the ring, Sting took each one out, throwing them 
over the top. As Hogan was rousing from his 
Sting-induced sleep, Randy Savage, quick as a cat, slid 
into the ring, hit him with a spray paint can, left it lying 
in the ring, then dashed out. Sting, seeing Hogan still 
down, went for the count. Patrick, who had finally 
revived, made the count and the rest is history. Sting 
was the official World Heavyweight Champion (16:30). 
Seeing the spray can that Savage had left lying next to 
Hogan, Sting, a sly smile crossing his face, picked it up 
and painted the famous letters "WCW" on the helpless 
Hogan’s chest as the crowd cheered. WCW had won 
again and a dejected and disoriented Hogan was left 
lying in the ring as the new champ proudly walked off 
with his belt. 


2-8-0 " how's it 
going? 
Hahahahaha hahahaha- 
hahahaha. 
Hey Hogan, who's The 
Champ? 

Hahahahaha hahahahaha. 

Feeling a bit naked without 
that 15-pound golden belt 
holding up your BVDs? 

Hahahahaha hahahahaha. 

Well, humanoids, as I write 
this Pulitzer prize winning 
column shortly after the 
Rematch of the Century at Super 
Brawl VIII in San Francisco, 
guess what? The Stinger is wear- 
ing the World Heavyweight 
Championship Belt — not 
“Hollywood” Hulk Hogan! 

Hahahahaha hahahahaha. 

Man, am I in a good mood. 
Even though I have to FAX this 
column to Colin Bowman, the 
poster-child for birth control, 
and perhaps even talk to Colin 
for a minute or two, nothing is 
gonna get me down. 

Can you say that, Hulk? 

Hahahahaha hahahahaha. 

I probably shouldn’t leak this 
scoop, but, uh, sure, here goes: 1 
trained Sting for his SuperBrawl 
victory! The Friday and Saturday 


before SuperBrawl, Sting and 1 


Lex needs al 


f 
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Bobby “The В 
Nitro Live on TNT. He also. 
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WCW Clash and PPV broadcast 
All the views expressed are his and his alone! 


check.) We had three VCRs and as 
many TVs, and watched Hogan 
wrestle 30-to-35 opponents from 
over the years. We studied his 
every move, his every twitch — and 
it paid off. (Speaking of money, 
got my final check ready, Sting?) 
Congrats, Sting! od luck 


cenan is the co-host of WCW Monday 
color commentator on. 


Sting is the Champ 
В ooo 


humiliating, too inhumane to 
share. But if you send me a 
check for $29.95, ГП send you 
my detailed five-page report. 
One more Savage note, I have 
to say his Slim-Jim “High School 
Savage” commercial is hilarious. 
I laugh every time I see it. 
It's time for another award, 
This time for the bravest (or 
stupidest) man in wrestling, 
The winner is ... Al Eastman. Who 
Т hear you ask? This looney, er 
camera operator, has started taking 
close-up shots (see picture on this 
Page) of the pyro that shoots out of 
the ringposts at Nitro. 

Ya know the old saying that “It’s 


his 60th-birthday. Congrats, “Big 
Boy.” 

Booker T’s double-win at 
SuperBrawl (Rick Martel, then 
Saturn) earned him the Television 
Title for the second time, a ton of 
respect from yours truly and, in my 
opinion, a lock into the Wrestling 
Hall of Fame. Booker is now a 


Goldberg is 
awesome 


out with a bunch of beer-guzzling 
party animals whose idea of fine 
dining is steaks ... from Steak & 
Shake? Okerlund, of course. 

Can you imagine initiation into 
Raven's Flock, what that entails? It 
kinda scares me to even think 
about it. That's a perfect segway 
to Billy Kidman, who obviously 
doesn’t earn enough money 
wrestling. (Well, ya gotta win once 
every six months to make a living 
in this sport.) He works part-time 
— days, I'm told, at the Mableton 
(Ga.) Kennel Club. Obviously BK is 
getting a wee bit too close to some 
dogs ... just watch how much he 
scratches himself. Hmmmm. 

Just a hunch: 

* Look for an alliance between 
Diamond Dallas Page and Eddy 
Guerrero in the coming months. 
Yeah, I know, it sounds incredibly 
far-fetched now, but just 
remember, you heard it here first. 

@ A major WCW star soon will 
start wrestling with a mask on. 

Ф Lex Luger will cut his hair. 

@ Syxx will come back, like Lex, 
with a brand-new look. 

€ Bret Hart, “British Bulldog" 
Davey Boy Smith and “The Anvil” 
Jim Neidhart will, come summer- 
time, not be as buddy-buddy as you 
might think. 


9-time Champ 


family of Louie Spicolli, the 
27-year-old who died this winter, 
much before his time, Despite the 
fact that Spicolli was aligning 
himself with The NWO, I was 
saddened to hear of his passing. 
Again, my condolences. 
See you next 
humanoids, unfortunately, 


month, 
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“1 knew we were going to Бе 
successful but the team has exceeded 
even my expectations,” said 
Kimberly, about the amazing 
popularity of the Nitro Girls dance 
team, 

Kimberly is generally thought of 
as the “leader” of the team but don’t 
let her hear you say that. “We work 
as a team. Each of the girls brought 
different talents and backgrounds to 
the table. The sum is greater than 
the parts, There is no leader, no 
‘boss’ and that’s what makes us the 
unit we are”, she said. 

The Nitro Girls, now an integral 
part of Monday Nitro, have no 
current plans to expand to the 
Thursday Thunder show. “A lot of 
fans have demonstrated an interest 
in having ‘Thunder Girls’, she said, 
“but I don’t see it in the works.” We 
want to concentrate on making 
Nitros as exciting and fun for the 
fans as possible.” 

To that end, the Nitro Parties have 
been exceptionally popular events, 
both to watch on Nitro and for the 
Girls. “The Nitro parties have 
become a real highlight and 
something that we look forward to, 
but each of the Nitros are exciting as 
well!” she said. 

The regular Nitro parties, live and 
on site, are chosen by the WCW 
Executive Committee and Kim 
encourages all fans to send in their 
videos of their own Nitro parties, 
From those videos, lucky winners get 
a live party complete with The Girls, 
Gene Okerlund, food and a great 
time all around, not to mention a 
live cut away on Nitro throughout 
the show. 

So what is in the works for 
the Nitro Girls now? “We want to 
develop more merchandise and 1 
would like to expand our internet 


program and get the 
girls active online,” 
said Kim. She, 
herself, is continuing 
her weekly letters 
to her fan club 
members and staying 
in touch with the 
online fans. “Soon, I 
hope all the girls will 
be online and as 
active as I am,” she 
said. (The Nitro Girls 
website can be 
accessed through 
www.WCWwrestling 
сот) 

Kimberly is 
staying busy with 
the Nitro Girls but 
stressed that she is 
still managing her 
husband, Diamond 
Dallas Page, behind 
the scenes, “I still do 
all the managerial work that I did 
before, I just don’t stay at ringside,” 
she explained. “When Page has a 
match, 1 am always standing behind 
the curtain watching the match,” she 
said. 

Fear of DDP’s newest rivals, Raven’s 
Flock, leaves Kim somewhat leery of 
being out in the arena unprotected, 
Raven's guys may see me as а way to 
get at Page and I do think about that 
just as I still think about Randy 
Savage," she said. But that doesn't 
hinder her performances in the 
slightest. “I just go out there and have 
fun and forget everything but what 
we're about: fun!" 

Besides working with the Nitro 
Girls and managing DDP, Kim has her 
own column in this magazine to keep 
her busy. Time management seems to 
be the one thing that all the girls 
share. 


“It gets hectic but we all love it. 
I think we succeeded because none 


of the women have let the fame go 
to their heads and have stayed 
grounded,” Kim said. 

Along with the addition of 
Whisper, Nitro’s seventh Girl, Kim 
promises more individual routines 
and new stunts, Her goal is to 
showcase each girl's unique talents 
and to have the fans get to know 
them as individuals as well as a team. 
And, she wants to really get the Nitro 
Parties going on a very regular basis. 
"Keep sending in those Nitro Party 
videos," she said enthusiastically. 
"We're really excited about the parties 
and look forward to more great times 
like the ones we have had." 

(Nitro Party videos can be sent to: 
NITRO PARTY, One CNN Center, PO 
Box 60, Atlanta, GA 30303) 


ме been enjoying meeting the wrestlers, 
staff and fans of WCW but it's good to see 
my old friends too. As I travel from town 
to town | see a lot of “Hitman” signs in 
the crowds and it's great that my fans 
have followed те to WCW. I’ve also 
noticed that there are some WCW fans 
who haven’t decided if they want to cheer 
for the “Hitman” because they're not sure 
if | have some kind of a hidden agenda. 

Considering the NWO’s devious 
infiltration 1 can understand why it's not 
as simple as black and white for WCW 
fans to take things at face value. | don’t 
mind earning your trust. One thing you'll 
learn about the “Hitman” is that | mean 
what | say and І say what І mean. 

It's become clear to me that my 
mission is to dismantle the NWO brick by 
brick. That includes the second biggest 
back-stabbing sell out of all time, Dusty 
Rhodes. 1 don't think “jello man" is up to 
the challenge any more so I'd like to make 
an example out of his protégé ... and 
that's Scott Hall. 

Dusty practically raised Scott Hall, a 
decade ago, in Florida Championship 
Wrestling. By the time Hall got to WCW, 
Rhodes was doing commentary, which 
the three-time World Champion 
misinterpreted as being pushed aside 
despite his loyalty. Considering all the 
career advice and breaks Rhodes had 
given Hall over the years he went to the 
NWO co-founder to return the favor. 
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I want to get my hands on Scott Hall and 
use him as an example of what I'm going 
to do to the entire NWO. 

In particular, | have a problem with 
Curt Hennig's continuing allegiance to the 
NWO. | guess Curt isn't so “perfect” any 
more or else he wouldn't need the NWO 
boys to back him up. Curt and 1 used to 
be friends and we both believed in 
preserving the dignity and integrity of 
professional wrestling. 

Today Curt mocks those ideals even 
going so far as to drag this down to grade 
school level. What is it he said, “My dad 
is tougher than your dad,” or something 
like that? The fact is that Stu Hart beat 
Larry Hennig and Bret Hart beat Curt 
Hennig. Whatever else he's saying he's 
just blowing smoke. 

For Hennig to go NWO was almost as 
nonsensical a thought as the “Hitman” 
trading pink and black for white and 
black. That's why he was able to pull off 
one of the greatest swerves in wrestling 
history when he helped destroy the 
legendary Four Horsemen. The teary-eyed 
academy award winning performance that 
Curt gave when Arn Anderson passed the 
torch and his spot as The Enforcer only 
served to heighten the shock when Curt 
turned his back on tradition and showed 
that his true colors are black and white. 


a What is Вапу’ 
true objective 


He'd had a secret alliance with the NWO 
all along and their plot was to destroy the 
Horsemen from ми It worked. 

| watched all this with disgust and 
wished there was something | could do 
about it but it happened just before І got 
to WCW. Over the years I'd come to 
respect the staying power of the 
Horsemen, their solidarity and support 
rivaling that of the Harts. Avenging the 
destruction of the Horsemen was one of 
the things 1 looked forward to when 1 
signed with WCW. But I never thought my 
biggest ally would be none other than 
Ric Flair! 

Flair didn't waste any time proving to 
me that no matter what rivalries there are 
between The Nature Boy and the 
“Hitman”, Ric Flair and Bret Hart have a 
lot more similarities than we do 
differences. It's funny about me and Flair. 
No matter what we said about each other 
in the past we never lost mutual respect. 
We both hate the arrogant "time honored 
tradition get out of the way" attitude of 
the NWO. the “Hitman” and Ric Flair are 
united in defending the unification of 
WCW and the memory of The Horsemen. 

But that's not why Flair is watching my 
back. Ric Flair wants the "Hitman" to be 
WCW Champion. And the only reason he 
wants that is so that he can try to take 
the strap away from me. Flair and | each 
believe we're the best and to be the best 
you have to beat the best, Yeah, he'll 
watch my back just long enough to see 
gold around my waist and then Slick Ric 
will be the first to sneak up behind me. 
That's okay. Р4 do exactly the same 
thing. 

Another guy that | might end up joining 
forces with is Randy Savage. Yeah, he's 
NWO — or is he? The way he's challenged 
Hollywood Hogan's position as top dog 
makes me wonder if Randy's plan all 
along has been to destroy ihe NWO from 
within — just like Curt did to the 
Horsemen. 

As far as Hogan goes, he's been 
running from the "Hitman" for five years. 1 
don't care if І have to go through every 
single guy in the NWO to get to Hogan 
*cause when 1 do there'll be nobody left 
for him to hide behind. Hollywood says 
it's my fault he's not Champion and to that 
I say, "what goes around comes around.” 


Га like to welcome all of the 
beautiful Jericholoics, who are 
checking out the column for the first 
time. But all is not well loyal 
subjects. Your role model is down and 
dirty, red hot steaming, 100% grade A 
angry. Why, you ask? Why am I metal 
thrashing mad? Why have I just 
trashed my immaculate home, paid for 
by you loving afficionados of my 
ability? One must simply look through 
the pages of this dirt rag to find the 
answer. One must only glance at the 
most ridiculous year end awards in the 
history of awards to find the truth. 
How can the greatest performer in the 
history of WCW — check that — in 
the history of the entire wrestling 
business — be ignored! That's right, 
your party host. has received no invite 
то ШЕ soiree, no offer to enter this. 
egomaniacal house party! And | will 
have vengeance! 

Now before you. all storm 
the WCW headquarters en masse 
looking for vindication, looking for 
restitution, looking for Colin 
Bowman's-melonhead on a silver 
platter, I offer this solution. I'm going 
to submit my-reasons of how I am 
deserving of some kind 
of acknowledgment, to the head 
bimbos-at WCW. on behalf of all the 
Jerichoholics worldwide. 

Let's see if they have the guts to 
admit their mistake. The ball is in their 
court! I will force a recount! If I have 
to go to Ted Turner himself, this 
paragon of virtue will get what he 
deserves!!! Onward to the facts. 

Wrestler of the Year: Come on, who 
else in WCW receives the kind of 
response that your hero garners? Who 
else drives the crowd into а 
literal frenzy? Who-else boasts a fan 
club like the Jerichoholics Anonymous 
with over 3 … 4... 7.2, million card 
carrying members in the central U.S. 
alone? Not to mention victories over 
Ric Flair, Sting, Scott Hall, The Giant 
and Barry Houston. That's a winner in 
my book, Regis! 

Tag Team of the Year: Who else 
contributed to the sport the way that 
Eddy Guerrero and I did? We even 
received a letter of commendation 
from the Mulkey Brothers, praising our 


BY LIONHEART CHRIS JERICHO 


enormous skills. I predict belts in our 
future! 

Manager of the Year: I deserve this 
one for managing to wake up for all 
those early morning flights almost 
every day! It isn't easy being the role 
model for millions. 

Match of the Year: АП due respect 
to Eddy and Rey, but my June 12th 
classic versus Johnny Swinger blew that 
one away! This one had it all, 


If these three 


unbelievable hype, brilliant build up, 
thousands of screaming fans on the 
edge of their seats and a battle to the 
near death in the ring. Of course I 
emerged the victor ... barely! 

Announcer of the Year: Of course 
I've never actually tried it, but how 
hard could it be? I’m sure any 
semi-intelligent monkey could do it 
and if there’s any doubt, just look at 
Tenay, Schiavone, Heenan, Okerlund 
and the rest of the usual gang of 
idiots anchoring WCW broadcasts! 

Well Рт off to Turner's office to 
give him my results. Last time I went 
jn there he had me forcefully 
removed by security, but I had a 
baseball cap on, so he probably didn't 
recognize me.. It's ok though, this 
time I’m not going to wear it! 

Don't forget www.chrisjericho.com. 
Be good to one another and God 
bless you. 


There was 

only one choice 
for Wrestler 

of the Year 


Of course you all know about the 
passing of Louis Spicolli. 

Louis wasn't a good friend but he 
was a friend all the same. I'd known 
him for a few years, as we'd first met 
in Mexico and worked together in 
ECW as well. 

I was happy to see Louis starting to 
get some direction in WCW and he 
was doing a good job, just beginning 
to find his character. 

He was kind of like someone's 
little brother, who always sort of 
followed behind, asking stupid 
questions and making dumb jokes. 
But he was cool and he loved and 
respected the wrestling business. 

God rest your soul and ГИ see you 
on the other side. 

С] 


1996 Lex Luger 
4995 Sting 
4994 Hulk Hogan 


anom'a'ly (noun) 
First appeared 1603 


1: deviation from the common 
rule : IRREGULARITY 


2: something different, 
abnormal, peculiar, or not easily 
classified 


When Lee Marshall used the 
term anomaly to describe DDP, he 
couldn't have chosen a better 
word. The DDPhenomena defies 
all logic. 

Without a doubt DDP is the 
people’s champion, a fan 
favorite of the highest form in 
everybody’s eyes ... except DDP. 
He hates the term “fan 
favorite.” As far as he is 
concerned he hasn’t changed 
his style, the fans have changed 
their appreciation of it. DDP is 
still the consummate anti-hero. 

Despite all of that, there 
was no disguising his surprise 
or delight at being presented 
with this award. 

“For me? Are you kidding 
me? Wow, | can't believe it. 
What an incredible end to a 
story book year!” 

And what a year it was. 

When 1997 began, DDP was 
being pursued to join the NWO 
and nobody believed he would 
refuse. Time and time again 
DDP rejected their advances, 
the best way he knew via the Diamond 
Cutter, the most lethal maneuver in 
wrestling today. 

“Macho Man” Randy Savage then 
made it his personal crusade to discredit 
Dallas and drive him from the sport. 
When Savage and Liz revealed to the 
world that Kimberly was really Mrs. DDP 
and then brutally assaulted her during 
Uncensored, they snapped into Page’s 
real world and the hottest feud of 1997 
had started. A feud that is still far from 
resolution. 

Curt Hennig’s arrival in WCW promised 
to alleviate the pressure on Dallas as 
Hennig agreed to team with him in the 
war against the NWO. Hennig though, 
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turned out to be yet another who would 
betray Page as he turned on him and left 
him to an NWO feeding frenzy. 

DDP would have the last laugh on 
Hennig. At Starrcade, in front of as 
record breaking crowd in the nation’s 
capital, DDP defeated Curt Hennig for the 
US Championship, capping a year that 
bordered on pure fantasy. 

“Obviously marrying Kimberly has to 


he the most important thing that has ever 
happened to me, but the past 12 months 
have been full of incredible highlights. 
The US Championship, being on the cover 
of WCW Magazine with Muhammad Ali 
and now this award — ‘Macho Man’, you 
may have been voted ‘Harvard Lampoons 
Man of the Year’, but | am THE wrestler of 
the year. SNAP into that! BANG!!!” 
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The votes have been counted, so without further adieu, let’s meet this years honorees. Ж 
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goess home each night after he has had 
his NWO tail kicked. 

The break up of The Steiners rocked 
the world. Sure they aren’t the first 
brothers who have fallen out and feuded, 
but they were the most surprising. Not to 
this magazine though. 

Scott Steiner had become an arrogant 
jerk. He believed he was the star 
of the team, forgetting just how 
successful Rick had been long before 
Scott had even joined the pro ranks. 
When we informed him that they had 
won the award, he just snapped at us, 
“It’s about time too!” 

When we asked him if he would pose 
with the award, he told us we would 
have to wait. 

In fact we waited for over 3 hours, 
during which time a clearly 
embarrassed Rick apologized to us 
time and time again. 

Finally, Scott showed up, but 
instead of posing with the plaque he 
persisted in flexing his biceps, 
sometimes even obscuring Rick 
completely from view. The fact we 

have any usable material at all is a 
miracle in itself. 

Scott then refused to comment 
on the award, while Rick 
once again apologized on his 
behalf and thanked everyone for 

the recognition. 


BROTEER S 


If it was up to us, Scott Steiner would 


1996 Harlem Heat he stripped of this award for the betrayal 
1995 Harlem Heat of ns TUI Rick at ДЕСЕТ, 

е only reason we have let him keep 
1994 Nasty Boys it, is because Rick asked us to let him 


keep it as a reminder of everything the 
two of them achieved as a team, when he 
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Will he or won't пе? That was the burning question following 
the break up of the Steiners. Will Ted DiBiase put himself in the 
running for the 1998 Wrestler of the Year award? 

Certainly, toward the end of 1997, Ted was taking a more 
active and physical role during matches involving his team. 

с Several times he was seen trading blows with wrestlers from 
1 opposing teams and coming out оп top during the exchanges. 
DiBiase won't confirm or deny rumors that he may, himself, be 
stepping into the ring in 1998 and he was fairly tight-lipped about 
the painful Steiner Brother break-up He was delighted to receive this 
award though. 


"This means a lot to me. It means that the fans have truly 
forgiven all my past indiscretions. When I first jumped 
ship from the NWO, everybody helieved it was part 
of a plot and I don't blame them. If | had've 
been them, | wouldn't have trusted me 
either, especially given my past 
track record. 
“Pm glad they have 
and | will repay their 
faith in me, by 
supporting WCW 
to the best of my 
ability.” 

Who says a 
leopard can’t 

change it’s spots? 
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EDDY GUERRERO 
ws. 
REY MYSTERIO Jr. 


The Date: October 26th, 1997 
The Place: MGM Grand Garden Arena, Las Vegas 
The Event: Halloween Havoc 


At Stake: The Cruiserweight title against Rey Jr.'s mask 


ќе “Why does Mysterio have to be acknowledged оп this award? Не had 
nothing to do with making that match anything special. In fact this award 
should just be mine in recognition of the fact that every match I had was the 

hest anywhere. Now where is my wrestler of the year award?" 

So speaketh Eddy Guerrero on receiving the award. If he has a flaw, it 

surely isn't his modesty. 

What a match, what a battle, what a war. WCW Magazine's readers were 
unanimous in their voting for this as their match of the year, and there were 
very few around who would disagree. 

Eddy Guerrero and Rey Mysterio Jr. unveiled every moved in their vast 
repertoires in this see-saw battle that saw the advantage switch every 
minute. After nearly 14 minutes it would be Rey Jr.'s hand raised in the 
middle of the ring, keeping his identity secret (despite Guerrero's hest 
efforts at ripping the mask off) and winning the Cruiserweight title for the 
2nd time. The match though took a terrible toll on Rey’s body. Don't 
helieve the Jericho hype. Rey's knee problems and subsequent loss to 
Jericho have everything to do with this match and nothing to do with 
anything that LyingHeart had to offer. 

Rey was thrilled with the award. “This is really nice and it is great to 
he recognized. WCW's fans have always been great toward me and 
hopefully this proves that the cruiserweights 
have really arrived in the land ‘Where the 
Big Boys Play.’ Thanks again, God bless 
you all.” 
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96 Chris Benoit 
на vs. Kevin Sullivan 
1995 The Giant 


vs. Hulk Hogan 
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When Larry Z beat Eric Bischoff at Starrcade and secured that WCW Monday 
Nitro would remain under WCW control, it capped a fantastic year for the wily 
veteran. A year that WCW Magazine readers were keen to acknowledge. 

“Larry may not be as witty as “The Brain” or as knowledgeable as Tenay, but 
he can get the job done — behind the mic or inside the ring. For that he gets 
my vote,” wrote Jon Sanders from PA, echoing the views of our readership. 

Given Larry's heinous past as a wrestler, it was assumed that he would 
readily join the NWO. But Larry is a traditionalist and as Hall, Nash and Co, 
flew in the face of everything he believed in, he was quick to stand up and be 
counted. 

At the end of the day, he stood firm and with everything WCW lost, stepped 
into the ring to show Eric Bischoff what it is like to be a “Big Boy” giving out a 
beating that the NWO “Boss” won't forget in a hurry. 

Larry Z we salute you! 


witnessed an early appearance by the 

tempest known as Bill Goldberg. It 

was a Case of crash, bang, wallop as 

he destroyed his hapless opponent in 

ш a nda and that included 1996 Chris Jericho 
; Е 1995 Eddy Gi 

Right then we knew we were y Guerrero 
witnessing the start of something 
really special. Never before have we 
seen a wrestler, or indeed any athlete who 
has made such an impact on a sport in such a short time. Bill Goldberg is a 
phenom. 

Since that incredible early display, Goldberg has continually run 
roughshod over every opponent with no regard for name or reputation. As 
his opponents have gotten tougher along the road to the top, the matches 
have lasted a little longer, but only by a short while. 

At WCW Magazine, we believe he has an incredible future ahead of him 
and clearly you all agree. The buzz of excitement and the crescendo of 
noise that precedes every Goldberg match is testimony to that. 

Upon receipt of this award, Goldberg told us, “You ain’t seen nuthin’ 
yet! Very soon every title in WCW will be in my control, just as soon as 
those yellow-hellied champions can sign on the dotted line to face те!” 


BILL GOLDBERG 
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рес ARN ANDERSON 


In recognition of all the great efforts and sactifices Arn gave in 
his pursuit of excellence inside the ring throughout his career. 


WCW Magazine has always maintained that Arn Anderson / 
is probably the most underrated wrestler of this and every 
generation. It appears that our readers share that view, a 
fact that is made all the more amazing by the amount of 
Arn's career he spent as a rulebreaker. | 5 

When Arn was forced to announce his retirement during >. 
the August 25th edition of Monday Nitro from Columbia, S.C., Dp 
there wasn't a dry eye in the house. It was one of the saddest 
events of the year, made sadder that this wasn't some washed | 
up nobody who had overstayed his welcome. This was a gritty ~ 
veteran, a master technician who was still at the top of his 
game whose career was tragically cut short by a freak injury. 

In response to the overwhelming demand from our readership 
we have created this unique award for Arn which serves as a 
gesture of our appreciation for all the pleasure he gave everyone 
throughout his career. 

The award genuinely touched the Enforcer’s heart as he told 4 
us, “1 have always known 1 wasn't the fastest, strongest or 
most skillful wrestler of all time, but I know I always 
gave 100% whenever I stepped through the ropes. 

1 would like to think that all the fans realized 
that win, lose or draw, | always gave it my 
best shot.” 
Clearly they did. 
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In the UK/Europe/Rest of the World send to: 
WCW Magazine, Howl Ltd, PO Box 278, Maidstone, 
Kent ME15 6GE, UK 
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or e-mail WOWSUB2@aol.com 


Daily Update 
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before calling. Call 24 hours a day, 7 days а Week. 
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uperBrawl was, to use Mean 
Gene-style hyperbole, one of the 
greatest events in WCW history. 
Sting won the World title. The 
Outsiders established themselves as 
totally dominant within WCW's tag 
team division by capturing the belts 
from the Steiner Brothers — with a 
little help from ^White Thunder" 
Scott Steiner, who dramatically 
turned on his brother, Rick. An 
emotional Juventud Guerrera was 
unmasked by Chris Jericho. 

But someday SuperBrawl may be 
remembered, above all else, for one 
thing. 

For being Booker T.'s coming out 
party. 

Booker T., of course, had already 
gained fame as one of the best tag 
team wrestlers ever by capturing the 
WCW World Tag titles seven times 
along with his brother, Stevie Ray. 


When Stevie Ray was injured, WCW 
decided to de-emphasize the tag 
team division, so Booker T. gingerly 
started a career as a singles wrestler. 

He achieved notoriety almost 
instantly by pinning Disco Inferno 
for the WCW TV title, then 
continued to plug along wrestling 
solo. It wasn't like he was totally 
devoid of singles experience — he 
once did a singles stint under the 
name “G.I. Bro" for a small 
promotion in Texas. On second 
thought, maybe he was totally 
devoid of singles experience 
Absolutely bereft, really. 

Things didn't look too good when 
Booker T. got beat for the TV title by 
Rick Martel, a guy coming to WCW 
after a long absence from the ring. 


by MARK MADDEN 
mi ing afa ете T 
The King of all Wrestling Media 
DISCLAIMER: This column features the 
comments and thoughts of Mark Madden. 
WCW Magazine nor WCW endorse or agree 


with his opinions and any complaints 
should be made to the man himself. 


Booker T. 
Exposed - 
asa Winner 


But then, at SuperBrawl, it all 
came together. 

Booker T was in the ring for over 
25 minutes. 

He beat two men, one after the 
other, with the second man coming 
in fresh as the proverbial daisy. 


He dominated. 
He matured. 


He became a singles star right in 
front of our eyes. 

“And I could have wrestled 
another match,” Booker T. said, 
following his twin wins over Martel 
and Saturn. “I mean that, I felt so 
good in there. There were times 
when I got a little tired, sure, but I 
never really blew up. 

“1 feel like this was a big night for 
me. I’m sure people were wondering 
about me as a singles wrestler." 

Wonder no more. 

Booker T.'s got the stamina of a 
singles wrestler. And he's got the 
moves of a singles wrestler. Harlem 
Heat were never overly dependent 
on double-team moves. Booker's got 
the crescent kick at his disposal. The 
Harlem Напроуег: The sidewalk 
slam. That deal when he kind of 
breakdances to his feet after falling 
— it’s irrelevant, but I kinda like it 

Booker T has got it all 

It's great to see. This is a man 
from fairly humble beginnings, both 
in terms of life and in terms of 
wrestling. And even when he was a 
bad guy, he was never a bad guy. He 
always had time to shoot the breeze 
with fans, always had time to be 
nice. 

We may never see Harlem Heat as 
a collective again. | expect Steve Ray 
to come back and have success as à 
single, too. 

But I expect Booker T to be а 
World Champion someday. 

He's got the look. He's got the rap 
He's got the size. I smell money. 


(Mark Madden hosts the WCW 
Hotline on Wednesdays andFridays. 

He is the editor of Penguins 
Report, a hockey publication based 
in Pittsburgh, and hosts a sports 
talk show on WTAE-AM 1250.) 


“TheEnforcer" 
Invites lls 
Into His 
World 


may 1908 (Go) wong): 


wake of his 
y retirement Arn 
Anderson has written 
a book A Look Behind 
the Curtain. In life, 
just as he was in the ring 
Anderson doesn’t bother 
with fancy metaphors and 
glitzy catch phrases to get his 
point across. This book is 
just like the Arn we grew to 
know and respect over his 
long and lustrous career: to 
the point and very 
entertaining. 
It's all in there, including 
Arn's humble beginnings as a 
butcher, lifting hundreds of 
bo of meat daily and 
learning valuable lessons 
along the way. "I did learn 


one very important thing оп that 
job that really helped me in the 
wrestling business. There was one 
string of meat cutters that came in 
early in the morning and we had to 
cut enough meat to last through 
the night until the store closed at 
midnight. What that told me early 
on is that when you were sick, or 
had to be out, everyone else had to 
double up, there was no second 
string they could call in. 

“Just like in the wrestling 
business, if you get hurt and can't 
wrestle in a match, a lot of people 
are going to go home disappointed. 
There may be another wrestler they 
can stick in the spot, but there's a 
percentage of the crowd that paid 
just to see you, that they’re really 
going to be (ticked) off,” he tells us 
early on in his book. 

Hence the Arn Anderson pro 
wrestling work ethic. Show up, do 
your job to the best of your ability, 
and try to give the fans what they 
want. Whether you loved him or 
hated him, Anderson was always 
there, putting his all into every 
match he was in, giving the fans 
their money’s worth. 

The book covers Arn’s life from 
early on until the present and 
provides us with many never before 
told stories of the road and antics 
that go on behind that curtain that 
separates us from the world of pro 
wrestling. But don’t forget humor. 
Arn dishes out his anecdotes with a 
light, nostalgic feel that reveals the 
real man penning the book instead 
of a character. 

“ ... My oldest son, Barrett, was 


around five or six years old. He was 
running around in his underwear as 
kids his age often do," Anderson 
writes, “His mother told him 
he needed to get dressed because 
company was coming over and you 
shouldn't let other people see you 
in your underwear. His response 
was, "But daddy's on TV in his 
underwear all the time." 

Well, to a little Kid, Arn may 
have looked like he ran around in 
his skivvies for a living, but the 
millions of fans who followed Arn's 
progression from a struggling, 
young wrestler in 1982 to The 
Enforcer of the revered Four 
Horsemen, know that he is the 
yardstick by which wrestlers are 
measured both in and out of the 
ring. 

Although no longer able to 
actively wrestle due to a neck 
injury, Anderson is still very active 
behind the scenes in WCW, acting 
as a Road Agent and assisting 
during the televised productions. 

But would he consider a 
position in front of the cameras, 
perhaps announcing, where his 
considerable skills behind the 
microphone would be put to good 
use? "Absolutely. I have enjoyed 
the microphone, however it is up to 
Senior Management what my role 
can be."says Arn. Too bad it wasn't 
up to the fans. 

According to our mail, Arn is in 
demand and, since his now famous 
retirement speech, the fans are 
rabid for him, any way 
they can get him. 

“When Arn came 
out with Ric Flair a 
while back to address 
the crowd, I felt like 
the luckiest person in 
the world to be in the 
arena to see that live. 
Ric Flair and Arn 
Anderson in the ring at 
the same time again 
sent chills up my 
spine. It really brought 
home for me how 
much I missed Arn on 
the microphone. His 
interviews were always 
riveting," says Doug 
Delile, one ardent 
"Enforcer" fan who 
wrote into "Tag Talk" 
recently. 

One thing we 


don't have to 
worry about is Arn 
disappearing from 


WCW altogether. “I plan to 
perform whatever duties that 
WCW wants as well as do some 
motivational speaking (corporate 
and colleges primarily) and, of 
course book signings. I believe I 
will be joining Ric Flair in his 
Gold's gyms as well. Anything 
WCW wants from me, I will be glad 
to give. This organization has been 
very good to me and my family 
over the years ... it is my home,” 
says Anderson. 
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And, in A Look Behind the 
Curtain, Anderson invites us 
into that home, detailing 
such stories as how the 
original Four Horsemen were 
formed, how the Stud Stable 
came about, the much talked 


about Sid 


more. He takes us into the 


locker rooms, the hotels and 
on the road where no fan 
ever gets to go, and he does it иш 
all with the candor we've 


come to expect from Arn 
Anderson, the wrestler and 
the man. 

The book, with it’s nearly 300 
pages of text and pictures, is 
foreworded by long time best-friend 
Ric Flair and offers a special 
commentary by Ted DiBiase and 


“The Bullet" Bob Armstrong. 


Vicious/Arn 
Anderson altercation, the 
NWO parody skit on his 
retirement speech, and much 


FEA MATTHEW ACTON 


Currently, there is a special limited 
edition offer only through Scoops 
website (www.scoopscentral.com), 
on pre-publication special hard 
covered editions, the only hard 
covered editions that will be printed. 


Address 


Daytime Phone +. 


۱ Ноте Рпопе # = 


| Email Address 


Enclose either $17 plus $5.99 For UK orders £20.00 
(S&H) (US FUNDS ONLY) USA (includes P&P). 
(Canada add $15) for soft Cheques payable to: 
cover book. HOWL LTD. 

Enclose $25 for signed copy, PLUS | PO Box 278 
appropriate shipping and handling. Maidstone 

| Checks & money orders to: Kent 
THE DREAMCATCHERS GROUP | ME156GE 


PO Box 245 
Ardmore, PA 19003-0245 


77:27 


No signed copies in the UK. 


The first 1000 people who order the 
book will get a special letter from the 
publisher guaranteeing them their 
book, a never before seen 
autographed photo of Arn, a 
publishing company T-shirt and an 
inscribed autographed copy of 
the book. 

After the 1000 are gone 
(pre-orders are coming in daily) 
regular soft cover editions can 
be purchased through the 
internet on Arn's own website 
(www.arnanderson4ever.com) and 
also on www.1wrestling.com. Any 
inquiries can be sent directly to the 
publisher at dfmltd@erols.com. 

Don't have access to the net? You 
can purchase the book by 
completing the order form on 
this page. 

The book is tentatively slated to 
во on sale on April 15th and will not 
be available in bookstores. 

What inspired Arn Anderson to 
write a book? "I was never really 
accessible as a wrestler and 1 wanted 
to thank the fans who supported me 
either by cheering or booing me," 
says Anderson. “АП the great 
organizations have had books 
about them and the Horsemen 
story needed to be told ... by 
the "Enforcer." 

If you are an Arn Anderson fan, a 
fan of the Four Horsemen or just 
curious about what goes on behind 
the pro wrestling scenes when the 
cameras are off and the lights are 
lowered, this book is a must read 
for you! 
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9» du fans. The Jare brothers from different parents with a love frase 
another that extends well beyond the ring to the real world. What one does; 
the other 009 as well. What one says, the other says as well. What опе 
thinks, the other thinks as well. What one feels, the other feels as well. 
No duo in professional wrestling is tighter than Hall and Nash. 
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Kevin Nash 


WCW/NWO Magazine recently spent 
time separately with the Outsiders to 
research for the first Wülfpac Special 
Report, starting with Kevin Nash’s State 
of The (Wrestling) Union address. 

In a matter of minutes, Kevin Nash 
talked about May-o-naise from the movie 
Officer and a Gentleman, Baywatch 
beauty Pamela Anderson and the fabled 
Cleopatra. And the conversation is 
wrestling-related. 

Hey, this is just normal Nash, The NWO 
mainstay with a funny bone that clearly 
runs throughout his 7-foot-1 frame. 

Nash's favorite target of late is 
Diamond Dallas Page who, it seems, has 
had his ribs taped since DDP was in high 
School. “The only one wrapped up more 
than DDP is King Tut," Nash said. “ don't 
know if Page deems himself a pharaoh of 
some sort, or what. | don't know if he's 
got some pyramid-power thing going, or 
what. He does that pyramid thing before 
he goes into his finish. 1 guess he's just 
got some fascination with the Egyptian 
lifestyle. And yeah, he does even walk 
like an Egyptian. His wife, Kimberly, 
could he like Cleopatra, who was noted 
for her incredible appetite, if you know 
what 1 mean. 

“While Рт on the subject of DDP, did 
you see the last issue of WCW Magazine, 
with Page sucking up to another 
celebrity, boxing legend Muhammad АП, 
on the cover? "Man does he make 
me sick." 


There are several other subjects that 
irk Nash and also, naturally, a few that he 
enjoys. Here's Nash's take a some of the 
major players, themes in the sport: 


“Т don't understand how, week after 
week, the WCW commentators continue 
to state how The NWO is in disarray. As 
they make those comments, we just 
Continue to get stronger. We added Dusty 
Rhodes to the mix, then followed that 
with Scott Steiner. It looks to me like, 
each and every day, we’re expanding 
while WCW is getting smaller by the day. 

“So why do the WCW broadcasters still 
Continue to say what they do? Probably 
because they know they can’t beat us in 
the ring, so why not try to create 
Controversy through commentating? But 
they better watch out because, within the 
next 18 months, they all are going to be 
with out a job.” 


"There's just no one out there that can 
actually give us a run for our money. So, 
as far as | can tell, the Tag Team 
Championship belts will stay with us for 
years. Who are the top contenders? 
Prohably The Villano Brothers, followed 
hy High Voltage. Does Sonny (Onoo) have 
any guys incoming on a visa? 


"Each time I watch it, it's just that 
much more enjoyable. Others might 
Cringe, but simply think, ‘Back and to the 
left. Back and to the left.’ | just think 
The Giant panicked. 1 don’t think he 
thought anyone could manhandle him, yet 
пе got snatched hy someone who was 
stronger than him and, instead of just 
absorbing the blow, tried to do a 
defensive maneuver by getting his arms 
back behind him and, well, the laws of 
physics are simple: what goes up must 
come down, and The Giant went boom.” 


“There obviously is some animosity 
between him and | from our past 
relationship in another organization. 1 
know that he’s always had it out for me. 
He’s always been an administrator; I’ve 
always been a locker-room lawyer. There 
are no secrets there. | make his life 
miserable; I’ve always made his life 
miserable; ГИ continue to make his life 
miserable. | know he wakes up in the 
middle of the night screaming my name.” 


Chae, truly a “first-round draft 
choice,” he said. 


“It's funny, you can talk about The 
NWO guys forever because it's such an 
incredible, star-studded roster. Then you 
go to the WCW side of things and you can 
talk about one or two guys. After that, 
it’s useless.” 


“Oh, yeah, that’s something that has 
heen banned in 37 States, and is pending 
in 13 others. It’s a phenomenon, 
though.” 


“At this point in his career, he’s an 
enigma; he’s made an impact, there’s no 
doubt about that. He’s got size and 
incredible strength, it appears. | haven’t 
heen in the ring with him, so 1 can’t give 
you a completely fair analysis. It looks 
like he’s got some Sombo or (other form 
of) submission, competitive-fighting 
background. Plus, he played in the NFL, 
and | don't know too many guys who 
played in the NFL for a few years who 
weren't physically and mentally tough. 
But, he hasn't really gone against any 
topnotch caliber athletes in The NWO, ог 
even WCW. So, | guess ya gotta say the 
jury is still out on him — until he goes 
against myself, Scott Hall, Scott Norton, 
or someone like that.” 


“They just need to get the flock outta 
Dodge. 

"They aren't anything but the poor 
man's NWO. They seem to emulate our 
gang tactics, but the emulation stops 
there. | think Raven's a talent; Saturn's a 
talent; the rest of them are just kind of 


those guys you send into battle first and 
if they survive, fine; if not, fine too. The 
Flock only exists because we let them at 
this time. Any time we want to squash 
them, we could, and 1 think they know 
that. That’s why they haven’t interfered 
in anything we’ve done. And they’re not 
going to. 

“I'd say they're not as dumb as they 
look, but that’s still up in the air.” 


MIKE TENAY 

“I like Mike Tenay. | think he’s 
knowledgeable. He has a lot of insight 
into the sport. He knows backgrounds 
and history. To me, when I’m watching 
the broadcast as a spectator at home, 
he’s a real insightful commentator. 

However, ۱ think he needs to wear 
Hawaiian shirts, but that’s just my 
opinion.” 


BOBBY “THE BRAIN” HEENAN 

“I think Bobby Heenan is kind of out of 
his element. He’s at his best when he’s 
tiding the fence, but they’ve kind of 
pushed him into being a pro-WCW backer. 
But Bobby Heenan is a had- guy type. 
Always has been a bad-guy commentator, 
always he a bad-guy commentator. 
And when you put Bobby Heenan in that 
situation, | think Bobby Heenan is the 
best in the business. But, until they let 
him do that ... 

“1 think Bobby Heenan would ве great 
with us, but that’s down the line.” 


el Wólfpac با‎ life! Wólfpac life! Wolfpac l life! Wólfpac life! Wolf] 


THE DREAM 
ANNOUNCING TEAM 
“I thought Eric was 
a hell of an 
announcer. He'd be 
there, along with 
Rick Rude and Pam 
Anderson. I'd work 
the hand-held 
(microphone). 


THURSDAY THUNDER 

“As a professional wrestler, | don't 
think having too much work, too much 
exposure is something you don't ever 
want. With the (ratings) numbers that it 
does, it’s good. Plus, it's good in that it 
gives the platform for guys who don't 
normally get to showcase their ability on 
Nitro." 


THE NWO 
“It’s a phenomenon. It’s probably 
been the hottest thing that’s hit 


professional wrestling as long as 1 can 
recall. І think, when it was originally 
conceived, people thought it was 
something that would have about a 
12-month run. But now, each and every 
day, the legs grow longer and stronger. 
There are so many ways for us to continue 
to develop.” 


CHRIS JERICHO 
“Is he a wrestler?” 


BRET HART 

“Bret Hart came in here and stuck his 
nose in our business, so we’re just 
looking for the perfect time and place to 
give him the proverbial ‘beating of his 
life." 

“Не left one situation where he had a 
lot of animosity, and has just walked into 
another. | think Bret Hart is in for a very 
long beating." 


“Man, this guy’s wrestled, what, two 
days in five years, yet continually gets, 
World Heavyweight title shots, whereas 
Pve been working my butt off, yet haven't 
gotten a single World Heavyweight title 
shot. I don't get it; I just don't get it. 
They say he's been loyal; he didn't go to 
another company. That's only because he 
didn't have anywhere to go, no one 
wanted him. He's kind of like May-o- 
naise on Officer and a Gentleman." 


“Isn’t he dead? Is he really still alive? 

“Piper is another guy who 1 don't 
understand. He goes off, does his own 
thing, then just comes back and deems 
himself worthy enough to throw down the 
hammer of what he feels. Hey, who is on 
this WCW Executive Committee anyway? 
Is there really a Committee? Or is it just 
another one of their brain-trusts who ... 

"As far as I'm concerned, there's no 
place for Piper in this sport. Perhaps we 
can get him a job in one of the 
merchandise booths at the house shows. 

For me, there's no challenge to Roddy 
Piper. The only challenge is to make him 
look like he's got a chance. The fact of 
the matter is, | don't know if there's a 
real challenger now competing in the 
sport. | haven't found one. l've been 
here for two years and haven't really 
found a challenger. | know a lot of 
people deem The Giant as the future of 
the sport, but, if that's the case, the 
future is quite cloudy right now. If he's 
healthy and his mind is right, I think he's 
The Franchise of the business, but that’s 
a big question mark.” 


Scott Hall 


He boiled for 21 days, then exploded at 
UnCensored. 

Scott Hall, the working class hero of 
the NWO, couldn’t get to Mobile, Ala., in 
mid-March quick enough. Not after Super 
Brawl VIII on Feb. 22nd, at the Cow 
Palace in San Francisco, Calif. Not after 
being denied his SuperBrawl shot at the 
World Heavyweight Championship. Not 
after “Rowdy” Roddy Piper, speaking on 
behalf of the WCW Executive Committee, 
refused to honor Hall’s hard earned title 
shot. 

Talk about a conspiracy. 

Evidently the WCW Theory is to attack 
the NWO out of the ring because they 
ain’t winning the in-ring war. 

“1 guess | didn’t get my shot because 1 
just don't have enough political stroke,” 
said the understandably bitter Hall. 

Think about it, last November, at 
World War 3 just outside of Detroit, 
Mich., Hall bested 60 challengers to win 
the annual three-ring, 60-man Battle 
Royal to garner a World Heavyweight title 
shot at SuperBrawl. 

But not according to J.J. Dillon, Piper 
or any of the misfits on the WCW 
Executive Committee. It seems that, just 
because going into Super Brawl the title 
was vacant, Hall wouldn't get his shot at 
the tradition-filled San Francisco-based 
Pay-Per-View. 

Justice? 

No way. Especially in light of another 
Dillon dictate that occurred at Super 
Brawl. Let's jump to the Television title 
Picture. Days before SuperBrawl, Dillon 
declared that Booker T. would challenge 
then-champion Rick Martel in a rematch, 
with the winner — almost immediately 
after the three-count — then facing 
Saturn of Raven's Flock 

Gee, this sounds a lot like the World 
title picture, or at least how the World 
title picture should have been. 

Just imagine the excitement for a 
three-way battle for the belt with Hogan, 
Hall and Sting. Too bad the WCW 
Executive Committee wasn't thinking. 

“Руе worked too long, too hard, to 
have some guy in a skirt tell me І don't 
get a shot at making my dreams come 
true,” Hall said. “Pve wrestled Piper in 
the past, and if he wants a part of me in 
the present, hey, no problem. Piper 
simply made me a martyr to the wrestling 
fans. WCW preaches tradition, but didn't 
live up to that at SuperBrawl. | guess The 
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NWO's influence has crept into every pore 
of WCW.” 

Hall has been a Tag Team Champion on 
numerous occasions, and a champion of 
other titles in the past. But, let’s fact 
facts, the World Heavyweight 
Championship belt is the belt, the prize, 
the trophy. Case in point: Rey Mysterio, 
Jr., who enjoys winning — and holding — 
the WCW Cruiserweight Championship 
Belt, but, wants to prove he can fight 
anyone, in any weight class. And for 
Mysterio to prove his immortality in the 
sport — or for anyone — the World 
Heavyweight Championship belt is all that 
matters. 

It's the golden egg that everyone 
wants to snatch. 

“| don't think anyone gets into the 
business to be a hard-working nobody. 
Everyone wants to be “The Man,” 
including Scott Hall,” Hall said. "I try to 
concentrate on positive things, although 
Pm not always successful at it. 1 know 
my time will come, though. Piper's 
decision wasn't the first time | had been 
cheated in the wrestling business, and no 
doubt won't be the last; you learn that 
early on in this profession. I'm just gonna 
keep showing up and doing what 1 
do best. 

"If Pm not wearing the World 
Championship belt, | feel like there are a 
lot of people out there who still dig Scott 
най. But I want the belt.” 

Hall, heading into UnCensored, stood 
in the same company as Arn Anderson, 
Kevin Sullivan, Ken Patera, Wahoo 
McDaniel and so many other wrestling 
legends: those who reached mega- 
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stardom, but never held the World 
Heavyweight Championship. In fact, 
Piper himself also ranks in that class. 
Too bad he didn't realize that fact when 


he announced the  Hogan-Sting 
SuperBrawl rematch. And in the process, 
Piper might have made one of the biggest 
villains in the NWO, Hall, a fan-favorite, 
because what happened to him — hottom 
line — was not fair. 

So why did it happen? Everyone's got 
an opinion, starting with Hall. Again, can 
you say, conspiracy? 

“Maybe because I’m an NWO member 
and also, because Рт an Outsider,” Hall 
suggested. “Why can’t Kev use his 
finishing move, the JackKnife 
Powerbomb? Because The Giant got 
hurt? Hey, a lot of guys get hurt in this 
business, and they don't ban moves just 
because of one injury. 

* never claim to be the smartest guy 
around ... | just want what's due to me. 
And, given the shot, 1 can heat any given 
wrestler on any given night.” 

His words, mind you, aren’t just 
self-promotion. Hall speaks the truth. 
He’s beyond accomplished, into the 
“awesome” category. Hall is a 
trendsetter who performs with the best of 
them. In any business. Hey, Hall’s 
former employer had someone 
impersonate him after he and Nash left. 

Gee, what's that saying, imitation is 
the greatest form of flattery? 

“It’s been a great ride, a real 
roller-coaster, a lot of ups and downs, 
ever since my first national TV exposure 
(in the sport), when 1 wrestled in the 
(now-defunct) AWA in Minneapolis,” said 
Hall, who actually first started in 
Charlotte, with the Crockett Promotions. 

“This is the life | wanted, the career | 
wanted. | want to be able to close out my 


career as having been the World 
Champion at least once. It’s like the 
quarterback who wants to win the 
SuperBowl at least once.” 

And let's remember, John Elway finally 
led Denver to the Super Bowl this year. 

“1 want the title situation explained to 
me, although I know it never will be. Why 
didn’t I get my shot at SuperBrawl? 
Because Hogan's got more stroke than 
me? I don't understand,” Най said. "It's 
not a secret, some Pay-Per-Views 
traditionally do better than others. 
SuperBrawl is one that this company has 
a deep history in. 1 was really looking 
forward to heing the main event of 
SuperBrawl МИ. Then it was taken away 
from me, but for what reason? 1 guess РИ 
never know. But І know I will put (this 
episode) in the ‘ole memory bank, 
perhaps, if need be, as an inspiration 
when Рт down one day. 


With two short, simple words, Hall has 
the wrestling world in the palm of his 
hand. The fans are there, ready to 
scream and shout their support — for 
WCW or the NWO — and Hall, with 
microphone in hand, starts his schtick. 
“OK, you know the drill; it’s survey 
time." 

The arena erupts. Handmade signs 
appear everywhere, hawking, balking, 
barking and harping on everything 
under the sun. 

Are you, WCW? 

Or, are you here to see, the 
N-W-0? 

“I only did the survey because 
the audience likes to participate," 
Hall said. “The thing that got a lot 
of dissension among some of the 
guys in the back was, if you 


notice, when we first did the survey, they 
all were in NWO towns. And that was for 
а reason; І don't do many things by 
accident, remember. Now, though, the 
responses have changed. WCW has 
become more popular.” 

Here are a few final thoughts from 
Hall: 


“It’s self-created. The Superman 
curly-q, slicked-back hair, toothpick and 
stubble. For one thing, | thought it 
looked cool and was different. Also, it 
makes it real easy to he Scott Hall. Pm 
happy. I've been blessed, a lot of my 
dreams have come true.” 


“Whenever this cat is willing to see 
how good he really is, 1 wouldn't mind a 
shot at him." 


"Larry is not quite as good as he used 
to he, and he never was that good. He 
had his moment in the sun; he had his 
paydays. But the wrestling world has 
passed Larry by. He's a decent 


announcer, but his days in the ring are 
over. | would hate to see Larry go out 
with some really severe injury just 
hecause his ego is leading him to keep 
wrestling. He's always talking about 
golf. | think that would be a good career 
for him.” 
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Although the 
2-Question Interview 
was initially designed 
to highlight the 
out-of-the-ring lives ; کے‎ ш aa 
of WCW and NWO two question 
stars, it seems many 
fans wanna know 
wrestling-related E TUN CH T کے‎ 
questions. So, this 1 ВЫ EB E RVI EW 
month we answer the 
questions submitted The Questions: 


- 1. What is your favorite arena? 
by Matt Weiss of San 2. What move, performed by someone else, do you like to 
Lorenzo, Calif. | watch and impresses you? 


TED DiBIASE 


A 
RICK RUDE 
LARRY ZBYSZKO 
CHRIS JERICHO 


KAZ HAYASHI 


CHRIS BENOIT 


SICK BOY 


BOOKER T. 


SCOTT NORTON 
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It was, for 11 months 
and 2l days, the best 
year of Alex Wright's 
wrestling career. The 
22-year-old’ German 
sensation, despite the 
return of his hip- 
swiveling dancing which 
turned the fans against 
him, captured the 
Cruiserweight 
Championship (defeating 
Chris Jericho) and the 


= 1 
a Television title 
UN Ё (defeating Ultimo Dragon) 
p ee d in 1997. He was a major 
| candidate for all 
А Championship belts, not 
ہے‎ i ) just a walk-over for some 
کے‎ other rising star. 
À 
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His brain pressure steadily 
increased, which is the last thing any 
medic wants to see. So, Wright was 
given medication to calm him down. 
Meanwhile, nurses checked his 
pupils, motion and feeling every 30 
minutes. 

Finally, the pressure went down. 

Wright stayed in the hospital for a 
few days, as tests on his brain — for 
any serious, long-term damage — 
were regularly conducted, Wright 
was fine, despite what could have 
been a fatal concussion, his fourth in 
1997. 

“It was very uncomfortable for 
me,” Wright said of the tests 
which required a local anaesthesia 
administered in his groin and a tube 
sent up through his stomach toward 
his neck area. 

“1 had four concussions in '97, 
and just never took care of them.,” 
he said, “And if you don’t take care 
of them, perhaps by coming back (to 
action) too early, the chance of 
serious danger definitely is there 
every time you get hit. There's the 
potential that your brain swells up, 
and that's what happened after my 
last concussion. 

"After four concussions, you 
definitely have to think about taking 
а few months off, or maybe longer." 

Or retirement. Yes, that was 
suggested, but Wright wouldn't give 
in. Wrestling is his life, always has 
been. And always will be, be insists. 

The potential for long-term brain 
damage definitely is there. Wright 
knows the risks, the potential 
consequences. 

But wrestling is the Wright stuff 
for Alex. 

“1 know my career was in 
jeopardy, that there was and is 
potential for serious injury, but I 


spoke with numerous neurosurgeons 


and neurologists ... and all are 
confident I can come back and 
wrestle at a top level." 

Wright's parents came from 
Germany to be by his side. 50 did 
his new wife. It was heart-wrench 
for all, especially since, at times, 
Wright had a pressure bandage on 
his head for 10 hours straight and he 
couldn't move at all, not even to use 
the bathroom. 

“It was real tough on my mind,” 
Wright said. "My mind was simply 
going crazy because Г just got 
married, just bought a house 
Wrestling is my life; 1 wouldn't 
know what to do without wrestling. 
In my mind, there's nothing else I 
want to do beside wrestle." 

Wright was extremely limited in 
any movement during December 
and January, hence, he lost some 
muscle mass off his sculpted 
6-foot-4, 230-pound frame. But that 


is nothing that time at the local 
health club can't remedy. 

“I'm basically able to do 
everything I was able to do before 
the incident, so I know I'm lucky. 
Yeah, 1 know I'm lucky to be alive, 
and am grateful, so appreciative," 
Wright said. "I can still wrestle; I 
can still live my dream. That means 
so much to me. 

“When I wrestle in the future, I 
know I have to watch my head, 
make sure I don’t take too many 
shots to the head.” 

Is the risk worth it? 

“There always is risk involved in 
wrestling, but I just try not to think 
about it because, if I think about it, 
I'm gonna be scared to go in there. 
That's why I don't even think about 
it,” Wright said. “I know I can walk 
down the street and be run over by a 
car, but I don't think about that 
every time | walk down the street. 

“] just now know that you really 
have to enjoy life to the fullest, that 
you only live life once so make the 
most of it." 

Wright's motivation is stronger 
than ever. He wants to prove others 
wrong, to show all that he can 
overcome any and all obstacles. 
Plus, there's more gold he wants to 
win. Retirement at 22? No way. 

"| have to focus on the future. 
This was in the past," Wright said. 
"| think 1997 was a very good year 
for me, other than the concussion 
problems. But that can happen in 
this sport. Every time you step into 
the ring there is a risk, a chance that 
you're gonna get hurt. Wrestling is a 
tough sport, a physical sport. You 
can't be weak to  wrestle 
professionally. You've got to be 
mentally and physically tough. 

“1 really appreciate my sport, just 
the fact that I'm still able to do it. 
The fact that I almost was gonna 
have to leave the sport, man, that 
hurts. 1 now will completely enjoy 
every minute I am in the ring, 
regardless of the outcome (of the 
match)." 

Wright added, "There are a lot of 
moves that wrestlers do that we are 
sacrificing our bodies for, for the 
fans' entertainment. Some of those 
same fans still criticize us, but they 
couldn't last a minute in the ring 
with some of the moves, if that long. 
Being a professional wrestler is 
tough, real tough. Everyone who 
thinks about becoming a 
professional wrestler, they should 
think twice about it." 

Wright thought about his sport 
four times in 1997, knows it's a 
tough sport, but also the sport that 
he WANTS to participate in. 


ШТ КОЛО 


Konnan, as of July 7th, 1996, is the 
most under-appreciated, disrespected 
wrestler in the sport. And that’s not OK. 

Hogan and Konnan are both icons, 
legends. Hogan worldwide, particularly 
in America, Konnan mainly in the Latin 
markets. 

So many up-and-coming wrestlers 
dream of being “The next Hulk Hogan.” 
So.many Spahish-speaking children 
aspire to be like Konnan. 

But Kannan is, unfortunately, no 
closer'to getting а title, shot today than 
Hogan is to retiring. 

Why? Why doesn’t Konnan get 
another major title shot? Why doesn’t 
he have an opportunity to shine, like he 
has in Mexico for years? Politics are the 
answer. 

WCW has shined in recent years 
thanks to stars like Rey Mysterio, Jr:, 
and Juventud Guerrera. The 
two Межсап тагме!5 have set a new 
standard for high-risk offense in this 
sport. La Parka, meanwhile, has 
received incredible popularity because, 


well, he can swing a steel chair like 
Frank Thomas сап a Louisville Slügger; 
Hector Garza offers one of themóst 
incredible, death-defying moves: ‘his 
Corkscrew Plancha off the top rope. 
Super Calo has combined fast-paced 
music with intense, acrobatic action. 

Arid.all have Kontan to thank for their 
WCW careers. 

Konnan, as you might now, is The 
Man in Mexican ійсһа libre. Arguably 
опе of the top five stars:the country has 
produced. Ever. Again, that’s ever. 

On Nov. 6th, 1994, Mexico's AAA 
Promotion offered “When World's 
Collide," and Konnan main evented 
against Perro Aguayo. (Aguayo won the 
17:50 steel cage match.) The show also 
featured 一 on the undercard, mind you 
— Fuerza Guerrera (Juventud's dad), 
Psychosis, the late Louie Spicolli, La 
Parka and Eddy Guerrero, among others. 

Another Konnan-moment-to- 
remember came June 1st, 1996, at the 
World Wrestling Peace Festival show at 
the Los Angeles Sports Arena. K-Dog 

won а Triangle Match over Chris 

Jericho and Bam Bam Bigelow. The 

show also included Sgt. Craig 

Pittman, Akira Hokuto, Bull Nakano, 

Rey Mysterio, Jr., Ultimo Dragon, Lex 

Lüger, Masa Saito, Hector Garza, 

Silver King, Black Cat, Jushin Liger, 

The Great Sasuke, The Gianty:Sting 

and the immortal Antonio Inoki, 

among a cast of greats. 

Konnan has proven he.can:delivei 

Hopefully he'll get another chance to 

shine, and hopefully soon. 

l've got a few other suhjects to 

‘address this month, such as: 


BRET “HITMAN” HART 
He says that little saying so well, so 
eloquently. Just imagine Bret Hart 


standing center-ring, microphone in 
hand, eyes focused on the camera. 
“The best there is, the best there was, 
the hest there ever will be.” И sounds 
so, uh, Natural. 

But I beg to differ. 

Bret Hart is good, don't get me 
wrong. But know someone who сап 
beat Bret, someone who has heaten-Bret 
and'someone who will beat Bret. Can 
you say, Curt Hennig? Hey, he's 
flawless, so Bret Hart is justa 
minor obstacle for Hennig on his way to 
immortality. 


= When Curt Hennig arrived оп the 
Nitro scene as an active 
wrestler, there were more 
second-guessers than beer 
vendors. Curt, remember, had 
been on the D.L. for a few years 
and his career was rumored to 
be over. Then look at Hennig’s 
“97 season and the first 
word that comes to mind is: 
awesome. 

On the other hand, you’ve got 
Bret Hart, the most heralded 
newcomer to WCW since Hulk 
Hogan and Randy Savage. What 
would you say about his 
earlysdays in WGW2-1,say, not 
quite Curt Hennig-esq. 


DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 

Fm so sick and tired of hearing 
Diamond Dallas Page say Пе 
wanted to wrestle Chris Benoit just to 
See‘ how good he himself was. If that is 
the case, step up, sign a contract to 
face Scott Hall or Kevin Nash next week 
at Monday Nitro. 

Hey, PiLadmit.it, Chris Benoit is one 
of the most vicious wrestlers in the 
business. His brawls with Kevin Sullivan 
in 1997 (those weren't fights; nothing 
that wild can be classified ‘as fights) 
were Chaotic, to say the least. But Chris 
Benoit ain’t no Scott Hall or Kevin Nash. 

And DDP is no Chris Benoit. 

Personally, I think Page's name should 


be CCP, as in, Chicken Charley Page: 


There's no way he would want to 
wrestle Най or Nash. Не: need 
much more than nerves of Steel to 
stop either of them. 

Page also-has struggled of late 
with Raven. Ohpsure, the 
freakish hird-man is a wild war- 
rior; but his major exposure in 
the pastewas in frost of about 
2,500 also-freakish fans in 
Philadelphia. Raven, it seems to 
me, has beenshandling»Pagé 
rather easily, so, what makes me 
think Hall or Nash wouldn’t 
destroy DDP. 

4 Page ain't in Най or Nash's class. 
j Never has been, never will be. 


N BILL GOLDBERG 
1 was backstage talking with Bill 
Goldberg at Super Brawl. It 
basically was just chit-chat, not 


idential 


a formal interview or anything like that. 
l asked him, "Bill, can you believe the 
incredible response you get from the 
fans in such а short period of time?” 
His answer is one ГИ never forget, “It’s 
really зшризей me." 

Goldberg ishete. And here to stay. 

He's a monster with a mission (seek 
and destroy in as short a period of 
time as possible). He's a monster of 
incredible potential (Can you say, World 
Champion? Lean.) 

Goldberg, though, needs The NWO. 
Much the way The-NWO needs Goldberg. 
And what a perfect marriage it would be! 

Goldberg, even with all his skill, 
power and simple presence, needs the 
time studying under the likes of 
"Hollywood" Hulk Hogan, “Macho Man” 
Randy Savage, Scott Hall, Kevin Nash 
and other legends like that. Imagine 
Goldberg, come the year 2000, after a 
year-plus alongside Hogan and Со., he'd 
he The Future, without question. 

Goldberg needs to make his own 
career decisions, and obviously at his 
size, he'll do just that But this one, to 
me, is a natural. 

That's it for this month, folks, and 
that’s the way itis. 

Ross. 
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iprasenic NWO 
Action Figures 


Get your hands on the hottest acion 
figuras around. Dosignes by یا‎ Onal 
San Francisco тоум кет latur 
movable arms and lege: ahd ang ain 
vibrating acton! Approximately 7 tal. 9 
Kevn Nash 


"Hollywood" Hogan 
Scott Hal 


NSH М 204 AFG 58.00 
HHG N 204 AFG 58.00 
HAL N 204 AFG 58.00. 


game ever released 
Item #NWO М 201 GME $69.95 


NWO Gatshy Hat 

Get the latest ler domepiece 
from the NWO! Embroidered 
ММО logo on front. 

Ore size fis most 

Item # NWO N 201 HAT 
52000 


WEW vs. NWO World Your 


Help the NWO kick some WCW butt! Sick 3D graphics, 
bone-busting moves and 60 different wrestlers lo 
‘choose from makes this the sweetest wresting video 


NWO i5-Menth Calendar 


NWO going strong all year long. 
15 month calendar covers the 
months January 1998 through 


HOLLYWOpp March of 19991 


^ Нет # NWO N 800 CAL $12.00 


Hollywood Hogan Y-Shirt 

Get this tear-away T-shirt featurng the Immortal 
Hollywood: Hogan, the man who made pro 
wrestling what iis today. 100% pre-shrunk 
black cotton tee. One size fis most 

Item # HHG N 200 T $22.00 


Qutsiders Pin Set 


The Black and White 

Express is proud to 

Present this limited 

edition and numbered - 

Outsiders ріп set They're 

going fast ance there 
jone „that's ай sucker! 
item ¿OUT N 200 PIN 

$15.00 


“Hollywood” Hogan Bandana 


He's the star of stage and screen, and 
you can get his bandana for a measly 7 
bucks! 160% black cotton with screen 
printed одо. 

item 8 HHG N 200 BAN $7.00 


NWO Sweatshirt 


NWO...Where the Bad Boys Play! 
You'll look bad in this Official NWO 
Sweatshirt with screen printed logo. 
йет # NWO N 200 S 

M,L,XL $30.00 XXL $35.00 


NWO Teddy Bear 


Don't let the cute looks fool you, 
this killer Kodiak is bad to the. 
bone! Plush bear measures 10 
tall and wears screen printed 
t-shirt and hat 
Item # NWO N 200 TDY $12.00 


Outsiders T-shirt 


The bad boys of wrestling are back 
with a new shirt! Black 100% cotton 
shirt with the Outsiders logo 
dripping in red. Sizes M-XXL 

Item # OUT N 201T $20.00 


NWO 4 Life 
TShirt 
Join the nWo 4 Life 

Жону $20 bucks. 

This the shit 

that says tal! 100% 
preshrunk black cotton tee. 
Мет ۴ NWO N 203 T 

Seco ML XL XXL. $20.00 


NWO Heavyweight Belt 


Looks just like WCW's Heavyweight 
Бен, with one noticeable improvement! 
Attaches around the waist with velcro. 
One size fits тоз. 

Item # NWO N 200 BLT $15.00 


gets. 
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NWO “Rules & Bones" T-Shirt 


To the NWO, these are words to live by! 
100% cotton black shirt with NWO logo 


on front left chest and "Rules and Bones” 


оп back Sizes M-XXL 
Item # NWO N 204 T $20.00 


NWO Varsity Jacket 


Look sweet 4-life in this NWO jacket. 
NWO logo on front left chest and оп 
back. Black leather sleeves and collar 
with 70% wool 30% nylon shell 
Quilted lining 

Item # NWO N 201 J $175.00. 

MXXL sizes available 

(Add $5.00 for XX Large) 


NWO Hat 


Its what we wear when we're 

bustin’ heads. Embroidered 
NWO lego on cotton twil Hat 
with adjustable snap back. 
Item # NWO N 200 HAT 
$15.00 


NWO Denim Jacket 


You'l lock buff in this NWO sione-washed 
denim jacket! Embroidered NWO logo on 
back. 100% black cotton denim. 

Пет # NWO N 200 J 

M.LXL $80.00 XXL $85.00. 


NWO Gift Certificate 

The perfect ай for any NWO fan! 
Available n 10 dolar increments. 
Нет # NWO N 200 CRT $10.00 


Item No. 


2 | 
¥ | 
Merchandise Total 
| State Sales Tax (FL. GA only) | 
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Pom E N 
еш world Order City State Shipping and Handling (See chart Below) | 
— з да Total 
[zip Code - Country zi | 


Shipping в Handing 
рро ата amount or each ship to address 
0ای0‎ sas doada ہے‎ 5895... $50.01 t0 $75.00 add 


accompany ай orders. Sorry, по C.O.D.s 
то Order by phoné call TOLt-pmm Payment Method Payment must accompany ту, Er 


1:800:955:5420 г 


nWo 


P.O. Box 830838 
Birmingham, AL 35283-0838 


[I] 8 7 


ы‏ انا 
Credit card number‏ 


Signature as it appears on the card 


Expiration date 


$25.01 to $50.00 25 


$75.01 to $100.00 edd. .$9.95 
Over $100 $11.95 


ernight delivery wil be standard shipping plus 58:50; Alaska and Hawai 
аттатуу аата shipping rares, Overnight orders in by noon wil be 


Received the next day. Foreign or overseas crders please send $25 s/h for 


= Sach address. Credit card orders only 


© 1995 NWO All Rights Reserved 
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POINT 
With Mike Tenay 


On the surface, the Bret Hart- 
Curt Hennig feud is just another 
WCW-NWO showdown. But, upon 
further review, that's hardly the 
case. 

Three major factors fuel this 
years-old rivalry, and anyone 
who's passed Wrestling 101 
would know them. Thus, the 
long-standing differences between 
the two greats have the footing for 
some awesome wars over the next 
few months. And I'm the first to 
admit I want to see these two fight 
against one another. 

Here are the factors: 

FATHER KNOWS BEST 

Both Bret and Curt are second- 
generation wrestlers who have 
spent their entire lives devoted to 
the sport. The fathers of both are 
difficult to compare head-to-head 
because of their prominence in 
two different eras, but both fathers 
are legends in the sport. 

Stu Hart, now in his 80s, began 
wrestling in the 1930s, and was 
among the top stars of his time. 
During his day, he headlined cards 
in venues like Madison Square 


Garden, along with the 
likes of Lou Thesz. Hart 
became a top promoter 
in the 1950s and, 
for decades, ran the 
Calgary-based 
Stampede Wrestling 
Promotion, which has 
produced so many 
greats, from Chris 
Benoit, Jim Neidhart to 
the late Brian Pillman, 
and countless others. 
Stu fathered a dozen 
children, and all eight 
boys have, or had, some 
connection to the 
wrestling business. 
Stu's training facility — 
dubbed The Dungeon 
== is ас noted as 
his rigorous training 
methods. 

Larry Hennig first 
made his mark on the 
sport in the 1960s, as 
the tag team partner of World 
Champion-to-be Harley Race. 
Billed as “Pretty Boy” Larry and 
“Handsome” Harley, they were 
longtime rivals of “The Crusher” 
and Dick “The Bruiser” for the 
now-defunct AWA Tag Team 
Titles. Later in his career, as a 
singles competitor, Larry was a top 
challenger to perennial AWA 
World Heavyweight Champion 
Verne Gagne as Larry “The Ax” 
Hennig. 

The theme, father vs. father and 
son vs. son, is so easy to sound. 

But, according to Bret, “I can’t 
believe Curt wants to drag this 
down to grade-school level with 
his claims of, ‘My dad is tougher 
than your dad.’ The fact is, Stu 
Hart beat Larry Hennig and Bret 
Hart beat Curt Hennig. He’s just 
afraid ГИ do it again. I don't have 
a bad word to say about Curt 
Hennig’s wrestling ability. Hennig 
is one of the most technically- 
sound guys I’ve ever fought. He's 
tough, smart, experienced and can 
be cagey as a fox.” 

The two, Hart and Hennig, 
are basically mirror images of 
each other in terms of ability 
and technique. Excellence of 
Execution vs. The Flawless One. 

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER 

Bret spent years as a tag team 
wrestler — and a very successful 
one, I might add — before scoring 
what is known in the business 
as a “breakthrough” singles 


Championship win on a major 
summer night in 1991. His 
opponent that evening was none 
other than Curt Hennig, and you 
just know Hennig hates to be 
known as the wrestler who made 
Bret’s career. 

That factor has to eat at Hennig, 
and just continues to drive him to 
overcome that loss. 

TRADITION BITES? 

Bret Hart watched with disgust 
when Curt Hennig turned on The 
Four Horsemen and WCW last fall 
at Fall Brawl. Over the years, Hart 
had come to respect the staying 
power of The Four Horsemen. 
Their solidarity and support 
reminded him of his own 
family-related wrestling group. 
Upon signing with WCW, Hart 
confided that avenging the 
destruction of The Four Horsemen 
was a top priority. In his Calgary 
Sun newspaper column, Bret even 
went so far as to dedicate his feud 
with Curt Hennig to the solidarity 
of WCW and the memory of The 
Four Horsemen ... although the 
“Hitman” suspects The Horsemen 
have NOT ridden off to their final 
sunset yet. 

Bret vs. Curt will be a fantastic 
fight, truly one for the ages. 
Two equally-experienced mat 
technicians battling it out for 
bragging rights and family pride. 
Set the VCR. 

See you at the arenas, 

Mike. 


AA зе ОГ а be ВВ “со АО ДР 


Can you imagine that there's actually 
an annual award that some professional 
athletes DO NOT want to receive? 

I've had the pleasure of being a 
broadcast partner of former New York 
Yankees and Los Angeles Dodgers a 
pitcher Al Downing. It was Al who told 
me that baseball players, and probably all 
other professional athletes, DO NOT want 
ve the “Comeback Player Of The 
" award. At the same time, it's also a 
bold statement that the player's previous 
season or seasons were pretty crummy. 

Professional wrestling does not have a 
“Comeback Player Of The Year" award. 
However, if there was such a thing, it 
should be sent directly to Disco Inferno. 
Disco's ring record is very clear. He spent 
much of 1997 trying unsuccessfully to 
master a submission-style leglock. 
Adding to Disco's frustration was his 
altercation — and eventual loss — to a 
woman. While I'm sure Disco Inferno 
would never admit it, that particular 
incident could have been the turning 
point in his young career. 

It would have been easy, and perhaps 
even understandable, if Disco had packed 
up his wrestling gear and did “The 
Hustle” all the way home to Brooklyn. 
However, it appears as though Disco 
Inferno has rededicated himself to 
wrestling. In fact, it might be more 
accurate to say that Disco is taking his 
career seriously for the very first time. 
Although he's still a pompous, egotistical 
blow-hard, Disco has become all business 
inside the ropes. When it comes to 
devastating finishing moves, Disco 
Inferno’s finisher, the “ChartBuster” may 
be second only to Diamond Dallas Page’s 
“Diamond Cutter.” The “ChartBuster” 
and the “Diamond Cutter” are unlike Ric 
Flair's “Figure-Four Leglock,” Bret Hart’s 
“Sharpshooter” and Lex Luger’s “Torture 
Rack.” The Figure-Four, Sharpshooter 
and Torture Rack are submission holds. 
The “Diamond Cutter” and Disco’s 
“ChartBuster” seem to come out of 
nowhere. Additionally, they are not 
submission holds. Rather, they are moves 
ntended to knock out an opponent. 

Some might suggest Disco Inferno’s 
first World Television Championship was 
a fluke. In fact, some have called Disco, 
“The sport's most fortunate Champion." 
However, I think broadcasters, 
journalists, fans and, especially other 
wrestlers had their eyes opened when 
Disco beat Saturn and became the World 
Television Champion for a second time. 
Since his win over Saturn, Disco 
has ed up a very impressive won- 
loss record. He seems to have a new 
determination and dedication to his 
career. Disco Inferno is a serious athlete 
who has earned new respect. In my 
opinions Disco Inferno is our sport’s 
meback Player Of The Year.” 

From the STRICTLY PERSONAL FILE ... 
My job calls for me to travel hundreds 
of thousands of miles each year. Due to 
this travel, | have been able to visit places 
most people have only seen in books, 
postcards, movies and/or ТУ. My WCW 
colleagues and | have walked “The Strip” 
and “The French Quarter" in. 


New Orleans. We've stood in the 
footprints of the stars at Mann's Chinese 
Theater in Hollywood, and we've gazed 
with awe at the man-made magnificence 
of Mount Rushmore. We've been to Elvis 
Presley’s home in Memphis and the Rock 
& Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland. We've 
been on the Space Needle. We've been 
blessed to have experienced so many 
famous and interesting locations. 
However, there’s one location that will 
stay vividly in our collective lifetime 
of memories. In mid-February, WCW 
invaded Oklahoma City for a live 
broadcast of “Thunder.” That afternoon, 
1 joined Tony Schiavone and Mike Tenay 
as we went to the site of the Oklahoma 
City Federal Building bombing. We stood 
at the site where a premeditated act of 
violence claimed the lives of 169 men, 
women and children. We stood at the 
site of an incident that was so heinous as 
to seem unbelievable. 

Tony, Mike and I experienced the 
reality of what took place that April 


morning in 1996. We saw the handmade 
tributes and handwritten expressions of. 
love and loss. We left the Oklahoma 
City bomb site knowing that we had just 
experienced something we would never 
forget. 

FOR WHAT IT’S WORTH ... You may 
have some hidden treasures in your 
home, so perhaps it's time to take a peek 
at the contents of the old trunk in the 
corner of the attic. Maybe it's worth 
looking into the cardboard boxes that 
have established permanent residence in. 
the back of the guest-room closet. As 
everyone knows, some old baseball cards 
and certain sports magazines have 
become valuable and highly sought after. 
It seems as though the same can be 
said for some old professional wrestling 
publications. 

Recently, Mike Tenay and I were at 
WCW's production facility at CNN 
Center. We saw WCW Supervising 
Producer Keith Mitchell, who asked us to 
come into his office as he had something, 
he wanted us to see. Keith reached into a 
cardboard box and pulled out about 
a dozen old professional wrestling 
magazines from the late-1950s and 
early-1960s. Each had been placed 
within a plastic wrapper, so they were as 


clean and crisp as the day they were 
published. Keith said a woman came 
by the studio and offered to sell the 
magazines, in addition to a mint 
condition baseball card of Hall of Fame 
second baseman Nellie Fox. It would not 
be proper to disclose what Keith paid for 
the card and the magazines, but he did 
give the woman the price she wanted. 
Keith's jaw dropped when Mike Tenay 
told him the value of some of the old pub- 
lications. Mike is considered an expert in 
this particular field, so you can imagine 
Keith's delight when he heard “The 
Professor" tell him that some of the 
magazines were w orth between $100-$150. 

I'm not sure what other old magazines 
have that kind of value to collectors. 
However, Рус just learned that Bobby 
"The Brain" is now trying to sell his 
yellow dog-eared collection of "My 
Weekly Reader." 

In closing, here's a little wrestling 
trivia. Match the wrestler with his 
finishing move: 


By “Stagger” Lee Marshall 


OOO 


1. Arn Anderson А. Coca Butt 

2. Freddie Blassie B. The Claw 

3. Verne Gagne С. Spine Buster 

4. Bobo Brazil D. Swinging Neck 


Breaker 
5. Ox Baker E. Flying Head Butt 
6. Baron Von F. Pile Driver 
Raschke 


7.Jimmy Snuka С. Heart Punch 
8. Paul Orndorff H. Sleeper 
9. Bobby “The Brain” Heenan. 

I Run, Hide and Whimper 


Best wishes until next month, 
Lee. 
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Madison Square Garden (in New York 
City) with my jacket over my head 
because I didn't really like it (at the 
time), but now I really respect what he 
accomplished. Not too many people 
played in the NHL, especially back in 
those days, when there were only 
about 12 or 15 teams in the league at 
the time. My dad ayeraged 15-goals-a- 
year which, at the time, was really 
good. He was a tough guy, perhaps a 
pre-cursor to Cam Neely, (the former 
Boston Bruin great). 

^| now really respect what he did 
and kind of wish I would have paid 
more attention at the time. I also wish 
1 now had more of his action on video 
tape, be it goals he scored or fights he 
was in. 

“I'm more of a hockey fan now than 
when I was younger." 


FONDEST MEMORY OF HIS DAD’S CAREER: 

"T remember going towgames and 
watching him skate around (the rink) 
during warm-up. I'd try to get his 
attention, but I didn't like it because he 
never really acknowledged me; he 
always had his game-face on. 

"One hockey memory that always 
will stand out was when I scored my 
first goal in hockey and later on that 
evening, he scored his 150th NHL goal. 
We both saved the pucks and put them 
оп a plaque. It’s a cool memento to 
have, but, the funny thing is, after I 
scored my goal, they gave me the puck 
but after the game I threw it back in 
the net. My dad asked, ‘Where's your 
puck?’ I replied, ‘I have enough pucks 
at home; I don't need this puck.” But 
he made me go out and get it again. 


“I also remember the first time I 
went to skate. I was crying; I didn't 
like it. All I wanted to do was come off 
the ice; my mom said, ‘No Pro,’ but my 
dad wouldn’t let me off the ice. 
He made me stay there. It was his 
never-give-up attitude, which is 
something that’s been with me to 
this day.” 


CHRIS JERICHO, HOCKEY PLAYER 

“Yeah, I played as а kid? but then 
I gave it up. I played high school 
hockey for one year, then got cut from 
the team, but wasn’t too upset. I didn’t 
want to be there anyway; I wanted 
to train for wrestling. I returned to 
(playing hockey) when I was 18 and 
really got into it then. But, skill- 
level-wise, I was a grinder, a big 
checker. I wasn’t a goon, but was a 
fighter. 1 remember I slammed a guy 
on the ice once and chased him off the 
ice into the dressing room. I hada 
pretty bad captain. 


FAVORITE HOCKEY PLAYER 

“Wayne Gretzky. In 1980, when 
I was a 10-year-old kid, he was just 
starting (in the NHL) and he really 
captured my imagination of being a 
pro hockey player. I also liked Bobby 
Orr. From the modern era, I really like 
Paul Kariya and Peter Forsberg.” 


‘ON BEING A SECOND-GENERATION ATHLETE 

"Thats really cool 

“I know how hard it is to excel in a 
sport you really love, something you 
really wanna do, be it hockey or 
wrestling. For that reason, I really 
respect my father and what I've accom- 
plished in my short wrestling career. 
But I^m not finished yet; I'm not 
satisfied yet." 


DN HIS BAND 

"Oh, that was just a Mgh school 
thing, something we did for three or 
four years. Oh, sure, I still like to jam 
and still have an appreciation for 
music. l'm a big music person. Every 
time I go to Japan, I buy 10 ог 15 CDs 
because there are a lot that you can't 
get anywhere else but there." 


ОТНЕВ HOBBIES? 

“I like messing around бие com- 
puter. I also like going to movies. I’m 
not married, so I just hang out. I like 
hanging out with my friends when I go 
back to Canada. | always have a good 
time with them.” 


‘ON HIS WRESTLING HEROES: 

“Hulk Hogan and The Dynamite 
Kid, for his quickness. I also liked Bret 
Hart because he was/is Canadian; he 
hadn't, when I was a kid, reached the 
level of notoriety he has over the past 
few years. I always enjoyed watching 
The Hart Foundation battle The 
(British) Bulldogs." 


DREAM MATCH 

“1 would have loved to*Báve seen 
Dynamite Kid in his prime versus the 
1998 version of Chris Benoit. Where's 
the Time Machine when you really 
needit? (Laughs). 

“As for a Dream Match to be in, I'd 
like to wrestle against Chris Benoit, 
'Macho Man' Randy Savage, Bret Hart 
(and) Owen Hart." 


WHAT'S AHEAD FOR CHRIS JERICHO? 

“Just keep doing what Wm doing, 
keep expanding on what I’m doing, 
keep always going forward, keep 
increasing my name in this sport, 
going to Japan a few more times.” 


MEMORIES OF ECW 

“Good times. The dressing room 
was always a good atmosphere, a 
family-type atmosphere. I never was 
involved in any of the crazy matches, 
like the barbed-wire matches. I 
wrestled in more of the real wrestling 
matches, like against (2 Cold) Scorpio 
and Shane Douglas. I had a great time; 
I really enjoyed it there.” 


PEOPLE DON'T KNOW THAT 1... 

“Am a big Christian. ГМ going to 
church every Sunday when I have the 
chance. I really try to follow God 
as much as I can. A lot of people 
probably do not know that about me.” 


The fact that “Macho Man” Randy Savage 
and “Hollywood” Hulk Hogan aren’t seeing 
eye-to-eye should come as a surprise to, uh, 
по one. Just look at their past. But the level 
to which their current war is running, well, this 
is to a point no one could have possibly 
expected, or predicted. Bottom line, this feud 
is ugly, and don’t expect a white flag from 
either. 

Randy Savage isn’t just the “Macho Man” 
and “The Most Dangerous Man in Wrestling,” 
he's a grenade with its pin three-quarters of 
the way out. Maybe more. Savage clearly is 
wired a wee bit too tight for his own good, and 
also for Hogan's 
well-being. Not too mention the rest of the 
wrestling world. 

Hogan, on the other hand, would walk on 
broken glass and burning coals to proclaim his 
greatness, his supremacy over everyone. 
Hogan doesn't know what it means to he hum- 
ble. And for that reason, Savage wants to 
make him crumble. 

The bottom line on these battlers is 


simple: They are the most-réodgnizable 
professional wrestlers of the modern era. The 
question is, who's better, who's bigger? 

That will be answered in the ring. Well, it 
should be answered in the ring, but, quite pos- 
sibly, it will be battled in the streets, hotels, 
airports and everywhere else these two gladia- 
tors cross. 

No referee is needed for this war. No 
referee should be allowed. 

“Оп his best day, Randy Savage might he 
good enough to carry my boots. Remember, 1 
said, might," Hogan said. 

Countered Savage, "Hulk Hogan wishes he 
had the career I’ve had.” 

The Hogan-Savage feud started when lead- 
ership of The NWO was on the line. Naturally 
each claimed that title. 

Then the gloves REALLY came off. 

Hogan made quips about the lovely 
Elizabeth, noting that, when she managed him, 
it was more than just a wrestler- 
manager relationship. Much more. 

Savage replied by saying Hogan 


simply needed to ask his own wife, Linda, 
who the real man of the two is. Savage's 
accusation, whether or not true, was one 
incredible dagger. 

Hogan claimed his success in the sport 
was responsible for the Florida home that 
Angelo and Judy Poffo (Randy's parents) live 
in. 


Hogan exposed Randy's real-life 
brother, and even — on national TV, of all places 
— questioned the brother's manlihood. 

Savage asserted the real deal within The 
NWO is that, while all claim they love Hogan, 
they can’t wait until he turns around — so they 
can stab him in the back. Talk about loving 
someone to death. 

Hogan repeatedly has mocked Savage’s 
real-life split from Elizabeth and the fact he 
“does not have a family." 

The Uncensored steel cage match could 
only slow the fight. 

It won't be settled until one leaves the 
profession. 


THE REAL MAN 

The folks at the Harvard Lampoon love 
to laugh, but, they were dead-serious in 

mid-Fehruary when they honored Randy 

Savage with its 1998 Real Man 0f The Year 
award in a mid-ring ceremony on the steps of 
The Lampoon Castle along Bow Street in 
Cambridge, Mass. 

More than 2,000 screaming fans braved 
30-degree temperatures to rally behind Savage 
— and denounce the Hasty Pudding’s selection 
of Kevin Kline for its top honor of the year. 
Shoot, as far as the college kids and Savage 
were concerned, Kevin Kline could have been 
Hulk Hogan. 

Savage shined after the award. 

Hogan whined, 

“Randy Savage is just a natural choice as 
the manliest man in the world,” said Nicholas 
A. Stoller, The Lampoon's Narthex. 


Added Lampoon president Matthew 
Murray, “We knew the Hasty Pudding Award 
was going to Kevin, and that we had to 
make sure our Man Of The Year was more 
manly than Kevin Kline. Well, there’s not 
much competition, is there? Even though I've 
heard Kevin has been working out, I’m sure 
we're safe (selecting Savage)." 

Hogan cringed with every word from the 
college students. Saluting a wrestler, almost 
any wrestler, ine. But not Savage. Then, 
when clips of Savage's day at Harvard aired оп 
numerous WCW TV shows, Hogan was irate. A 
waste of valuable TV time, he claimed. 

Founded in 1876, The Harvard Lampoon is 
the world’s oldest humor magazine, and has 
produced national parodies of such magazines 
as Time, Newsweek and Entertainment 
Weekly. It also has spoofed USA TODAY and 
other newspapers. 

The Lampoon honors celebrities for their 
achievements in the art of comedy. Among 
past honorary Lampoon members in recent 
years: Robin Williams, Billy Crystal, John 
Cleese, Phil Hartman, Tracey Ullman, Chevy 
Chase, Peter Falk, Joe Perry of Aerosmith, 
John Wayne, John Candy, Mr. T., and Bill 
Cosby. Former Lampoon editoi lude John 
Updike, George Santayana, William Randolph 
Hearst, George Plimpton and Conan O’Brien. 

The Real Man Of The Year Award is given to 
the male specimen who best exemplifies uni- 
versal manliness. 

“When you think of a ‘Real Man’, you think 
of wrestlers, boxers and just really large men,” 
Stoller said. “When we started considering the 
potential candidates, it was clear pretty 
quickly who was going to get it. 

“Randy fits every qualification required 
to win this award: confidence, articulation, 
virility, leadership and wrestling ability. And 
the ability to execute a flying elbowdrop off 
the top rope certainly was a plus.” 

Was Hogan a candidate? A finalist? 

No reply from the Harvard crew. 

Savage’s special day featured a 30-minute 
parade through the Harvard campus. The 
Lampoon’s annual parade featured the Harvard 


band and also — get ready for this — llamas, 
monkeys, snakes and any number of other 
oddities, human and animalistic. The Harvard 
wrestlin also marched, not to mention a 
human Sl im. “That was so cool when 1 
зам that guy,” Savage said of the student who 
truly dressed himself Savage then 
strapped Slim-Jims all over himself. (When he 
spotted Student Slim-Jim, Savage pointed at 
the youngster, then actually signaled him over 
to the car Savage was riding in. Savage then 
personally saluted the Savage wanna-be to the 
cheers of the thousands who followed the 
parade.) 

After the parade, there was a 45-minute, 
id-ring ceremony оп the streets of 

е. Savage was recognized by the 
Lampoon staff by a well-known, well-respected 
physics professor. But when the studious one 
rambled on for too long, Savage promptly told 
him to “make like a tree and leave.” Plus, 
Savage teamed with The Lampoon's official 
mascot, Grimace, for an impromptu Challenge 
Match. (Need we say who won?) 

Savage signed hundreds of autographs for 
the faithful fans who often chanted “MACHO, 
MACHO, MACHO.” 

“It's going to he difficult for anyone to oust 
Savage from this award,” Stoller said. “We've 
had some manly men come through this castle, 
from George Foreman to John Wayne to Mr. T., 
hut Randy's The Man.” 

Savage returned to The Castle Tuesday 
evening for a members-only dinner, and also 
was inducted into the exclusive organization 
аз ап honorary member. 

“Tve been a World Champion on numerous 
occasions, but this honor ranks right up 
there," Savage said. Mama Macho always 
wanted me to go to Harvard ... well, now Pm 
here." 

Savage's induction into the Lampoon 
was not without the natural pomp and 
circumstance. (By the way, there was a throng 
of fans at the mid-ring ceremony who hummed 
Savage's long-time theme song, Pomp and 
Circumstance, which Savage recognized with 


the traditional NWO handshake.) Savage, 
during the ceremony, was allowed into several 
areas of The Lampoon Castle that traditionally 
are closed to non-members. He also was 
initiated, but would not discuss his initiation. 

‘Hollywood’ Hogan never could win this. 
award ... he went to Yale,” Savage said. 

“| hope Hogan, Sting, Bret Hart, Lex Luger 
and everyone else in WCW and The NWO is 
listening to, or reading, this. ۱ am The Man 
and now have the trophy to prove it. And 1 
need to clock you over the head with my trophy 
to prove it, hey, 1 can — and will — do that, 
too." 

Added Stoller, “Pm not a betting man, but | 
think Randy Savage already is the odds-on 
favorite to win the award again in 1999.” 

As if the Harvard honor isn't bad enough for 
Hogan, Savage has invaded Hollywood at full 
speed. For instance, in early-March Savage 
appeared on several episodes of the game 
show Pictionary, hosted by Alan Thicke. And, 
shortly after SuperBrawl, Savage appeared on 
Later (NBC), hosted пу Judd Nelson. 

Savage, it seems, has taken Hogan’s path 
to stardom of late. And some might say he's 
passed Hogan on the TV front. Ask Savage and 
he'll tell ya, long past him. 

But this fight is no where near ending. 

It's gone from man-to-man to a family feud 
Richard Dawson never could contain, let alone 
Billy Silverman, Charles Robinson, Nick 
Patrick, Randy “PeeWee” Anderson, or any of 
the proud WCW referees. 


У This months questions меге submitted ву Richard Tremayne, Rochester, NY 
Please send your questions to WCW Magazine, PO Box 44, North Syracuse, NY 13212 USA 
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A. Stone Washed 2-Tone Cop 

Stone washed with suede patch. 10096 
brushed cotton twill cap with khaki peak 
and grey bill. WCW logo is embroidered 
on front, Adjustable back closure 

Item # WCW W 203 HAT $15.00 


B. WCW Logo Сар 

Black suede brushed cotton with 
embroidered red and grey WCW logo. 
Adjustable back closure. 

Item # WCW W 200 HAT $15.00 


С ИСИ Gym Bag 

Black nylon bag, screen printed 

logo on the sides. 

нет # WCW W 200 BAG $30.00 


D. WCW 1998 Calendar 

This is the best way to keep track of those 
Nitro nights and hot dates! 

Item # WCW W 800 CAL $12.00 


Е. Sting Pennant 

You've seen him drop from the celling, 
now hang him on your wall. Measures 
approx 30" in length 

STG W 201 PNT $5.00 


Е Sting Mask 

Now you can look like Sting every day of 
the week! Made trom polystyrene and 
measures 8" tall. 

Item # STG W 200 MSK $10.00 


6.  Vibrasonic WCW Action Figures 
Made by the Original Sen Francisco 
ToyMakers. These dolls feature a unique 
vibrating action. Also have moveable 
arms and legs. Approximately 7“ tall 
lex Luger LEX W 204 AFG 

The Giant GIA W 204 AFG 
Chris Benoit BNT W 204 AFG 
$8.00 each 


H. Signature Series T-Shirts 
T-shirts are black 100% cotton with full- 
screened face on front and authentic 
autograph on back. Available in adult 
sizes N-XXL 

Нет # STG W 203 T $22.00 


I. Nitro Girls Poster 

You no longer have to wait a week to see 
your favorite Nitro Girls. Measures 24" x 
36" and in full color. 

Item 4 TNT W 200 PST $7.00 


J. lex Luger Poster 

Now you can hang with the Total Package! 
Measures 247 x 36" and in full color. 

Item # LEX W 200 PST $7.00 


K. WCW Heavyweight Belt 

Nothing is better than being the champ! 
Belt attaches around the waist with velcro 
One size fits most. 

Item # WCW W 200 BLT $15.00 


To order by phone call TOLL-FREE 1-800-829-8468 or send order form to: 


1-800-У/СУ/-8468 


Item Number Size Qty 


O Mastercard 
O visa 


Маке спес 
Dollars 


[С] Amex 


WOW + РО. Box 30678 е Tampa, FL 32630-0678 


Description 


] Discover card 口 ] Check 
[J Money or 


$75.01— $100.00 ad 
over $100.00 add. 


Name: 


d without your signature 


S. orders via Priority 


ipping and handling. Overnight s 
at an additional charge. 


Address: 
City: 
State: 


Zip: 


L. Від Boys Cap 

Cream suede Brushed cotton with black 
bill, “Where the Big Boys Play logo 
embroidered on front 

Adjustable back closure. 

Нет # WCW W 202 HAT $15.00 


M. PlayStation WCW Nitro 

Here's your chance to go head to head 
with your heroes of the squared circle. 
Use your superstar's signature move to 
pin your opponents. Tatally customizable! 
Item # WCW W 202 GME $49.95 


N. WCW Varsity Jacket 
Perfect for winter! 70% wool, 30% nylon 
shell with quilted lining, real leather arms 


and collar. 
Item # WCW W 201 J $175.00 
add $5.00 for XXL 


0. Diamond Cutter T-Shirt 

BANG! This shirt featuring ООР is 100% 
black pre-shrunk cotton. 

Sizes M-XXL 

Item # DDP W 201 Т $20.00 


Р. аре! Pin and Trading Card 
Limited edition pins and trading cards of 
your favorite WCW heroes. 

Ric Flair FLR W 200 PIN 
Sting STG W 200 PIN 

The Giant GIA W 200 PIN 

Lex Luger LEX W 200 PIN 
$10.00 each 


о. WCW Ball Cap 

Black suede brushed cotton with 
embroidered WCW logo in purple and 
gold. Adjustable back closure. 

Item # WCW W 204 HAT $15.00 


Unit Price Total Price 


GRAND TOTAL 


U.S. dollars only 


WOW AND ¡Wo PRESENT 


SU Ni DAY, MAY "n 
7:00 РМЕ /4:00 РМРт 


ORDER FROM YOUR CABLE OR 
SATELLITE COMPANY NOW! 


A Time Warner Company 


WCWwrestling.com nWowrestling.com 
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